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Lr. Y.R. Bantlay,

Imporial Tobaceo Group Lid.,
liadminster,

LEEISTUL 3. BS3G 7IR.

— LCear tarbert,

In th2 normal wzy, we have been Infocrmed in 3 letter from
Mr. Trzeman to Mr. Davies (3=A.T. Legal D=partment) of your
U.K. Potent Applicaiten 255C/71 {dzted 2. 2.71.). famticulordy
in vicw of our rzcont diacuzsizsng with rospact to co=-crorcticn
hoatwsan youraelves and Cigaratte Components I i writing to you
cirectly. I boltave the [LT.G. application {s al:aost catiraly covered -
by a prinr B-A.T. provisional application mada in tha wdddle 2 1270,
It would not apzzar sunsiblse to allew both appliczticns to grecoed
iuccponc.antly as most of thoe [.T.(. epplication might well ba
frustrated oy sug appllcation. Cur objactivas, I belleva, ceincido
with youra anu are to estoblisii the strongost patonts we can ia tha
U.a. and cversees covaring wnat wa think s an {mpartant filtar
davalopmont and to further the Jdevalcpment of the fidr us a:gzediticugly
as possible.

I propose therofora that we should get the relavant poople

together and after making 3 full disclosure of all the results cstablish
: tho technical peaition. After that we could agk one of cur resgective
i patent agants to advige us how besat to achiava our patent objective
and plan any wourk requirad jeintly. Iy own quick interpretation cf
the patent position is that we may bée able to improve thie B=A.T. final
application to meet your requiremunts and procaeed from there, possibly
with othor pstents if desirable. '

1f you 2g9rae, I should ltke to invite your party to Southampton
and should liks to be present not only bacausa of my concern with
patents and R. & D. but also bacauss I think it 18 most Lmportant to
catablish ways of working togother in this rather tricky arca.
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Dr. H.R. Bontlay, 2rintol. 10th T:ruary, 1971,

In view cf thias, I thinl ove Lagzl Department would profor
to doluy answaring Lir. frecinan's letter about foraiyn protaction.

Vo ith kind roaarnda,

Yeours sincerely,

c.c. 8.1, Ireecman, Isq.
c.C. T- L. L"JVi‘:S, .'.:5([.
c.¢c. Dr. F. Haslam. /
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