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Tobacco test case
over cancer claim

By ANK WESTMOAE

Ausirahia’s medical and scien.
nfic gants 2re heading for a
courtrcom  battle whkh has
worldwide irzlicitions for the
10baco indusuy over pasive
smoking

Jn 1 test case soon to come
before che Feceral Coun in Syd-
ney. 1n emunen group of dostors
and scientists will give evidence
on behsif of (he Ausualisn
Fedsration of Conumer Or-
ganisations which represenus 5§
consumer groups.

At 1ssue is the tobacco in-
dustry's claim that “thers s little
evidence and nothing which
ptoves scientificaily that
cigare:is smoke causes disease 1n
non.smaken .

The claim. made in newspaper
adveriements placed by the
Tobaceo lnsutute in 1986 and
then suhsequertly found 10 be
false and musiesding dy the
Tride Pracuses Commiision,
has not been comrecied ade-

quately. argues the AFCO inb-
by According to AFCO direcior
Robin Brown. comective suate-
ments published in 1987 were so
obscure that “only the best in-
formed people would inow what
they were on about™.

“We are now sceking an order
restraimng the Tobacco Institute
or ns members from making
similar suatments in the (urure,
They will then be unable to deny
tht the medical evidence ex.
iss "

Hc believes 21 ruling in
AFCO's favaur will give confl-
dence 10 locl. suats end federal
governments to take action fo
fimit expasute to passive
smoiing.

“It will slso encourage com-
panics 1o ke initistves to en-
sure that work places are smoke-
(ree

“This case has implicutions
that go beyond Australia as, 10
my xnowledge. this is the first
such case 10 come before a high
coun anywhere in the world.”
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