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Note to all No. Is of BATCo Operating Companies 

The 1989 report of the US Surgeon-General was recently released. A Brief 
description and cossnents on the contents of the Report are attached, and 
some background material received from Infotab. We and Public Affairs 
department would be interested to hear of any media activity on this issue 
in your country. 

Although activity in the UX has so far been minimal it is likely that the 
Report may be quoted uhen future smoking and health issues are raised. 

Frcnn the point of view of smoking and health there is little that is new 
in the Report: it is primarily a review of the conclusions of previous 
Reports. However, this Report is less a medically-oriented review than a 
socio-historical document that is primarily concerned with reviewing 
successes in persuading smokers to quit. Any response to this issue 
should therefore be compatible with responses to previous Reports and more 
specific comments based on point 6 of the following page. 

A copy of the public opinion poll research referred to In the Infotab 
material is available from Public Affairs department if required. 
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