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Merchants want preemptive strike on biack-market Smokes

Fearing a resusgence of black-market Lobacco activ-
iy, uuncuc merchants have asked police and pulm-
ciuns to nip the ptobkm inthebud. -

The Associstion des Pétaillants cu Alimentation du
Québos wlurh represents l0.000 food uduku senl out
lpuayr.ileﬂuy 1o boih the Siircté du Québes and party
leaders in the provincial edoction to act on the mattes.

“Indian traders have great latitmde,” sssociation
president Michel Gadbois (old & news conference at the
group’s dowatown headquanters.

Gadbois was refeering specifically to the Mohuvk

community In Oka and Kanesatake, where he said pon; -

traband smoke shops arc powm;up again.
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There were at least 30 such stoces operating before the
federal and provincial govennments stashed taxcs on to-
peroducts ia February. That move doove down the
price of tobacco iems so much that it vistually dlininat-

- ed the black-market trade and Josced reserve outlets.

Bat the business reswmed in Apeil with one shop in
Oka and at least six others have since followed suit,
lsocwm mesnber anln l!caulm: said.

B“Il“'\-, mis lllwllul “l'l(l II“ ,l“l Dl “lc ml,ll-
vement pour {'Abolition des Taxes Reservies am Cig-
arclics, said the p is ceady to et back inty action.

Neither Beaulne nor Gadbois would say whether
they plan to mobilize before the Sept. 12 election. liul
he said hls members employ about 100,000 p

Sircié on Tuesday concaming the smoke shop that re-
opened in Oka. Sareté Constuble Picrse Robichaud ac-
weceiving the two-page report electroaical-
ly. “But we don't acoept complaints by fax.” he said.
Cadbois said (heaoluuoa tothe contraband problem
is simple and already exists, but isn't being caforced.
“The law is clear: all retailess must an the taxes (on
lobwm sold), mdudln} llnos: in Oka an KnM
He suggesied ihat if police are “ioo scarcd io go on
the reserves,” they should then set wp road blocks out-
side Indian tervitory and scarch molorists foc contra-

band tobacco products. . )
Alain Bouchard, president of Alimentation Couschie-
P Tasd, ¢ ded that the ¢ d irzde in contruband

that represents a lot of volers.”
Tbc mxgnon ulso filed a complaint with the

'ummlshavln‘oa!yammm ec} now. . .

“We're here lndly to forewarm.”
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