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4. Caraful assessment wiil be required of the "legal, trade, contrasand end
economic imgact implications of the specific findings ¢n generkc packaging”
10 ensure *hat “he recommended approac: reasonably accomimodates the
nen-heaith ccncerma idantifled in testimony bafore the Standing
Ccmmitee.”

"It s essential o avoid any resumption ir ‘he contratand lesaces trade
that was witnessec in the early 1880'3."

This list at jeas:t snows :nat the “nor-Neatth” issues Now have a higher pricrity than
heretofcre.

@ On the nagative siae, whiie the Ministar told repcriers cuiside the Commens today that

‘ she had still nct made 5 final ascisicn, there is ampie evidenca in the resconse to
ingicate that she & cantinuing on course. In fazt, It can te raad as lowering the standard
required cf e Heaith Canada sway, as recommended by the Committee, that legislation
be intreducec i the resuns of that study suppcrt the availatle evidanca that such
packaging will recuce consumgidon.”

This now acsears ic be aimec directly at siopping youth from taking up smoking and
“f ganeric cackaging, as a reasonable public health pclicy initiative, can dirmmnish the
inducamer to purchase and smoke cigareltas, and ¢ brandish cigaretie packages,
among e age greuns vulnerabie o expermenting wit: cigarettes, then consideraton
should be given to making tebacso preducts in Canada available in generic packages.”

Rather thar dealing with e caginal mandats ¢f the Commiitee — 0 examine the
stfeciveness o piain pacxaging in reducing consumgtion — the Minister and the
Govemmen: now say Tess alluring tobaccc procuet packaging, designed
aceommocata ccresrrs atcout possibie unintendad impacts that could thwart or
undarmine healT policy otjectives, is viewed by the Govemment as a pcientally
signficar: componen: of #s Tcbaccs Demand Reducticn Strategy.”

D
Amang e “easons Stec for youn 1e2acss uctaxe is icoacsoreiated promoticn of the
VY gponscrsh of scofung and cultural events.”
SUMMARY:

Overall. the siaterment appears to indicate that Marieau will proceeg with identilying,
through her departmental and panel of axperts study, what plain packaging will be most
effective ir tuming youth away from starting to smoke and only then, with @ specific
nackage cesign. will the Govemmart assass how much cther cemage #t wiil do and

whether a: 15 accaciable or workabie.
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MEDIA LINES:
. Five months after the Committse repartsd and one month before she then
swid there yrould be a decision, Ms Marieau has now deigyed a decision
until well intz the spring;
- There is siil no proct, or even an Indication there can Le. b\t she still
wants to do It
- The staiement contains no direct response to legal, frade, cantreband and
economic impact implications othar than to list them and rostpone 8
oy decision until after the Suprame Courl decision.
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