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MEADLINE: Cansda might delay international-flight smoking ban
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BOSY

g Three months age, the fedsral government slsahed consumar taxss cn
cigarecces, makang it much cheaper for Canadians to mmcks and much sasisr for

:obacco cospanies to sell. )

¥ov the goverzment is coasidering dslaying a smoking ban slated to begin
July 1 oo Canadian aizlines’ intermaticnal 2lights.

Tha reascn? Ottawa is under pressurs from carriars who fear loming amcking
passangers cu their lucrative routes te the Pagific Rim.

"Nething is writzsn iz stoe, not even dsferral® of ths ban %o a later date,
said Don Holmes, istermaticnal aviation-policy chief at Transport Canada, in an
interviaw yesterday f£zcm his Otzaws cffice.

Thers's always & chancs tha July 1 deadline for ccmpliance will be sxtended,
agraed Grant Masowita, ths Transport Canada lawyer and director of enforcement
and legislatice who drafts the lagal taxt of bans. Such bans reguirs spproval =y
the fsdsral cabicst.

If it does dalay the ban, Canada will be adandening its vanguard role as ths
world's most vocal advocate of swoke-fIse commarcial passenger air flights,

It's a move that werriss the ioternational aizlins-regulating bedy that has
its heme iz Canada.

¥? would dafinitaly be disappointasd® if Canada drops the daadline, said Dr.
Claus Curdt-Christiansen, chief of aviation medicine at ths Montreal-based
Intarnaticeal Civil Aviaticn Organisatiem.

*I understand that airlines are running a business, that monsy talks,® Rhe
said yestsrday. °Sut it can‘t be that money decides everything in 14ifs.*

In Octcber 19292, after stromg predding by Canada, ICAO called on its 183
mamber states to work toward a worldwide Dban oz smcking aboard ccomercial
passenger sircvaft by July 1, 19%6.

Canadz had slrsady begus doing so; it banned smoxing cu domestic f£lights
(axcluding charter flights) in Dscambar 1983, banned smoking in passenger
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tarzicals at its three principal airports, and had wanted to Dban sackisg on
all inteznaticnal flights (excluding charters) by July -1, 1923,

But last year, under pressure froa Calgary-based Canmadian Airlines
Intersaticnal, Ottawa began sliding back oz its promiss. The then- Tory
govermment extended the interaaticnal-flight ban deadline to July 1 this yeaz.
Now, the Liberal governmant is baing urged to dc so again.

"The last goverzmeat supported corporate irrespensibility; nmow tha Liberals
azs being pushed to do the same thing,® said Meather Selin, public-affairs
manager of ths Ottawa-based Canadian Council on Bmoking and Health.

*Ia toth cases, busizess interssts ars being put ahead cf health intsrests,
and 12's happening in the very count=y that has been a world leader in banning
spoxing - what doss that tell the world?®

For the airi:nes, the business intarest is clsar. IZ they ask passsagers to
et out, they fear thay will lose matket share to other airlines cn thair new
_icracive Toutss to Asia, whare the majority of pecple still mmoks. Petiticming
the goverzment in April 1393, for exaxple, Canadian Airlines said it stocd o
lose § 29 millien %o § 39 millicn in revenues if mmoking was outlawed em its
£lights to Japan.

Of Canada's two big carziers, the Pacific Rim routes have traditiomally
belcoged to Canadian Airlines, especially thoss ts Japan and, mors receatly, to
China.

But nov Air Casada, with Ottava's approval, is penstrating those marxsts too.
It starzed Zlying to Secul, South Korsa, five days 490, and will bagin flying to
Osaka, Japan, in September. It is alsc pushing hard to obtaia landing rights in
Bong Kong this year.

Unlike Canadian Airlires, wvhich allows smoking on £lights to Japan,
Nonzreal-Dased Alr Canada does not allov smoking oo any of ics flighes, not even
to Bscul - even though more than 75 per cant of passengers on that routs comas
from Korea, and for the most part are avid spoksras. But with more Asian routes
“4aing up this year, the airline wants to be abls to change its mind without
-ctava minding.

"Ths governmant dacisicn is coming socon, and we would like to see scma
Zlexibility to allow us to offser swoking on those particular flighes,® Alr
Canada public -relations official Nicole Couturs- Simard confirmed yesterdsy.
We wmnt to minimise the risk of revenus loss to foreign carriers.® The saven
principal competitors flying between Asia and Cansda ars: Japan Airxlines, Xorsaz
Adr, All Nippon and U.S.-based carTiers United, Horthwset, Delta and American.

In Jttawa, ths anti-ban lokbying is stromg.

One month ago. tha Alr Transpert Assoclatien of Canada, the industry
orgacizaticn known as ATAC that reprsseats the airlines' coxporats intarests,
asked the govercment £O postpone the July 1 desadline, claiming that Casada's
sczatsgy of taking the lead among ICAD sctates to ban smoking had backfired em
the counesy's airlines,

*72 ehy Canadian carriers don't allev smoking, if the passengers ars left no
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choice, cthey'll sirply book on othar cirlinu,' ATAC president John Crichtea
said in an i{znterview.

*I think it's a cass of Canadians tzying to st an uuplu to the rest of the
world, an example for the ocher ICAO staces to follow, but unfortunately not

sncugh have ccme ox bcaxd.’

7
That claim just isn't tsus, ICAO maintains. "Iz fact, the majority of
aizrlines are enforcing scme kind of measurss against smoking in aizerags,® said
Cuxrdt-Christiansen..

Chiza, for exampls, has bammed smoking ou its zaticozl airline's domestic
flights sinca 198]. Sincs last July, passsngers flying betvesa Hong Kong and
mainland Chiza have alse had to butt out. And, siccs Jamuary, passengers on all
intercational £lights lasting less than six hours hm\n alsc had to buzt out.

Otber natisns azd airiices hxve trisd bamning smokicg; scme have changed
their minds as they sav business dwindls. Por exacple, for a fewv mcnths last
yr v, the Scandamavian airling SAS banned scoking oo its shorter flights, but
st.yped when it started losing market aharss to other Rurcpean carrisrs.

In Canada, the tebacco lobby is watching the dabate closely. "It's an issue
for ssokers and airlizes, but our generzl viev cn prohibiticus is pretty
wall koown,® said Robert Parker, presidect o2 the Canadian Tobacco Manufactursss
Council, in Ottawa. "Outright bans are not thizgs that we approve.®

It i3 true that, iz the short tasm at least, mmoking bans on sirecraft can
be dangercus for tha safsty of both passengers and f£1ight crews, espscially ou
long Rauls such as thoss to Asia. Ficotins withdrawal i» cos syspteom.

IAfrer 18 hours without a cigarstte, smokars go all squirrsly - they get
grantic,* said Jack 8cutandam, medical advisar for the Canadian Air Lins Pilon

Association.

An unpublishad ICN surrey campiled last wintsr reveals a variety of hasards
in ths skies as passensers and even pilets resiat the baa, including:

© Washrooms have caught oo firs aftsr mmoksrs lit up iz seczat and buttad cut
in wastsbins. )

* Smske detectors have beez plugged with cheving gums so that cigaratte amoke
won't sat them off, then fail to Ting when a rsal firs occurs.

« Pagsengers suffering micotine withdrawal hxve beccme belligsrant and
insultsd or even assaulted flight attsndants. Fights have sruptad betweezn pilets

wher one lights up and the othar cbjecta.

0fficially, Canada wants to cut down oo those public-safsty risks by satting
an exampls for the world to follow.

‘Pragantly, apprsherded rigks would be diminighed if a glcbal Ddasn (on
smoking) vers in place and enforcad,® Gillas Duguay, Cazada's top
reprasentative at I, vrots in his Mazeh 22 respomse to the survey. *A
universally enforcsd ban would Quickly re-educats passesgers’ who nov opposs tha

ban, hs vrots.
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Se why would Canads now be considerizg goinmg back on 1£s wozrd? ICAO's chisf
madical officezr, a Dane who took ever tha job caly last month, is stumped.

*The i1ssus on aircraft is safety, and you can’'t say you fly safaly if ac the

end of the flight you've contracted ao illness from second-hand smoke, *
Curdt-Chrisciansen said.

"A passenger has a right to breaths when he is flying, so it is a rsascoable

Tequirement that pecpls not smoks. You know, you can stop smoking: but I can't
stop breaching.®
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