
- Editorials 

A Good News Story 
Ronald McElonald doesn’t tmokc An?. nou netther does 

anyone else :n the company-o\rncd outlels In May of 1993 J 

voup ai Unucc SIXCS .tttamc~ s general formed 3 \~orhtng group = 
10 suxi! tobxxo-related issues iocussq on pttss;vc smoking 

and ctrldren 
E\cp da)‘. mtlhona 01 cnddrcn spend ttme in hsr food 

rcstau:.tnts. e3t.n: and workmg. Because smoking IS pernutted m 

alma\: all of ti-c\e establtshments. these youths arc exposed IO 

ern~ronrncnc~l tobaico smoi;c. 3 class .A ixcmogen. 

Conccmrd by the dttngers posed by thts exposure to passive 

rmoks. the uorhing group met u tth the lenders of the fast food 

tndtt,ty IO dtsrusr the Issue ofcnv~ronmentrtt tobocto smoke tn 
thrtr resIaurm:c >ow McDon.tld’s Rccraurants of Canada Ltd 

hns bken tne I xtd There ts no more tmohtnp in the compmy- 

owned rest;lur;lnt\. wtth stroa8 encoutxgcment for the iranchtsets 

to foIloH. SUII. 
hlcDonnld’s 1~ the first rnyor chain of fast food outlets to take 

this bold s:ep 71s is one more xqorate Canacian success story 
tnthesmoL.tn8 pre~cntton field-another ~trCmsdaeaperience. 

so IO speak. 

Ronold McLonaid. we saiure you. togetherwiththe thousands 

oi parents whr wtil welcome you: progresstve attitude ‘2 

Update: 
Taco Bell. iollowng~n thefooutepsoiMcDonaid’s tn the ti S. 

and Canada. announced m March :hat it would ban smohng atall 

oftts 3.3OOcompny ownedrestaurants in the U.S TheCompany 

cued concerns about the effects of second-hand smoke for the 

move. Taco Bell. whtch ts owned by PepstCo.cxpects that 1.000 

franchtte stores will jotn rn !hc ban. 

“Our move to rhts new polq tc drtvcn b? ourconcem forTaco 

Bell’s customers’ and employees health regardtng the dangers 

of second-hand smoke.” satd TKO Bell Prestdent John Martin. 

hone of thr nexly.60 Tax Bell restaurants tn Canada are 

affected b> thv ban .-r 

Janice Forsyhe 
&\rcllrrlT Dlrecror 

Health Community 
Powerful Force! 

In the Bat <IX weeks ot 139-t. the health communir! came 
together to fight the proposed tobacco tax rollbacks as I( had net er 
come together before on a tobacco control tssuc That& you to .tll 
of you who pxttctp:tted tn thts masstre nattonal campatgn. 

Some say that. despite these tncredtbie grassmots e&or&. 
“lost” the ftght against a tax rollback. In the puresr scnsc of the 
word. I would have to agree. However. I uould argue that we uere 
also ve? successful or. many Counts 

In my role at theCouncil m mobdiztng the commun~ry. 1 sent out 
Calls IO Actton to our Provtnctal Councils. our Nattonai Slember; 
and various other health groups. Every Call received .tn 
o\ctwhdmmg response. resulting m thousands of calls and lcttcrj 
IO .MPs and provmcial representatt\es across Canada. 

Tins proved IO me that where the h:dth cotnmuniry teahy uon 
is on the svengthenmg and expanston of the tobacco conttol 
movement. Morethanevernow. wearea force robercckonedwtth 
Both the IO~JCCO industr?; md the go\emment were surpnsec and 
unable to deal with the still and force of our crunpatgn 

‘tbentostuutgiblercsuItoitheuniticat:onoithehcalthcommun,t~ 
w% the support gtven IO the tull-page savocac!, ad that appeared in 
the Globe and Wul on Februaty 1, 1994. Even though the ad WY 
~e~hud-hlttlng-rhankstothccnfL~manshlpoiCar~ahoodofthe 
Non-Smokers’ Rights Associauon - utthtn just fwo hours, we wcrr 
able roconfimt34organirattOnstostgnon’ Thecombtnationoi. 
ad’s message and the oucruhclmin8 suppon for II m the health 
communtty turned the ad tnto a lending news srov that day. wtth 
many follow-up stones after. 

The impactwasclear Thepubltc~utcryofthehealtbcommt~nity 
put the health issues on the agenda and forced Prime Minister 
UuCtien to irsten. The result was the iedenl antt~smuggling 
pacLagennd.mparttcular.thcTobccoDetnandReductionSmcegy. 
dcstpncd IO mittgate the damage of the iederal tax rollbacks. The 
TDRS will finally put some .serious money tS185 m over the nrxt 
three years) mto tobacco control efforts across Canada. 

Now that we have to work even harder to counter the effects of 
tobacco tax rollbochs. you wtll be seetng more C3lls IO Actton imm 
me m the coming months. the first of uhtch wdl be on plam 
packagtng. So.thonkyouinadvon~:ioryourongomgcomrmtmcnt. 
Without it. Canadtans will cont~nuc to-cc :n eptdcmrc pponmtts 
a~ the hands 01 the tobacco indust? -f 

Smoktnq or Healtn Uodate - Sormg’1994 
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