
10th slarch, 1977. 

Mr. R.ivl. Gibb, 
P.O. Box 6500, 
Montreal. 

Dear Gob, 

I was d5li*+tod to see yov “?35ittx” i)f;x :,-hich I found lcgicai 
and elegant. You ask if t!!ero is any inconsistency with my papers. Ib’ell 

there is one near-inconsfsterxy. You say epiderniolwy etc. “seems valid ~Aen 
applied to smokers as a group but only holds as a statistical probability when aqr!i 

. - to the in!ivi-hsl”. i had that in mind wli?n I talked about ‘prchabiIisttc’ 
causality. :-;3...evcr, in my current paper I am going further and saying - for 
a nu-mber cf ~85325 I cz!d dw~l9~ - tilat cnir?cmiology telIs you nothinq abut 
the pr3tibilit:l cf .lol!~l Smith g1-tting this cr that disease. If you go back to 
Boltzman in 1290 or so and consider a molecular system then entropy + 
informaticr, is 3 const3nt - tl!:? more chaos the less itiormation - but both 
entropy and tI:c ih’ormstix concerned relate only to t>e macro-system. 
Temperature .zeasuraments t.211 vorl rmt5iv V.+Z~WT about one single i?=Iltti:‘iad 
molecule; you can only talk gro&biIities about its velocity if it is unidentified 
i.e. if it becomes the faceless shorthan for its sc?t. 

I agree with you on t?:e need for 3 +;ition paar - you may remember 

we tried to do t>is for research in “Basfs for Research in Smoking”. But in 
areas other than R. & D. there is an urgent need and 7 think your paper would 
be a useful basis (for discussion) to start from, Cf course, it may be 
S”” - - yycj.-stxi tkat it is bettzr in some countries to have no sxh paper - “its 
bettllir ilst tt, klo;t.” an:; C-rrixidv no*. fQ ;-lit it in *.::itiiq. I 

Vith kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 
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