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Mr. 8. E. Willin 
G. R & D. C. 
33 Zeeents Pork iioad 
Millbrook 
Southampton 509 lPE, England 

c- 
Jim shoved me the memo of December 6 you vrotc him cbout 
nine cf ::0-.9mbar 23. We had a good session OII PRT ut C,he 
R & 3 Conference and I think successfully resisted any 

' temptrtion to act like a PET-71 Steering Committee. In 
'.- fsct the discussions that; took place should! hc of 

? 

considerable help to the next Steer ing Committee meetiog, 
66 you no doubt will learn from Fred and Jim. 

e 

I would like to comment on some points raised in this 
corre-pondcnce in the interest of olzrificstion, and vith 
the hope that this will be helpful. 

, 2, 10 UC arc in the waste utilitatioa business. Rcc?:j-in:: plzrt 
waste is not a potential new source of raw material. We 
use all of ours and I would think so does any large 
compeny that operates in a leef grcving region. Similarly , 
Schweitzer in the U.S. and at Le Mans is shipped lehf 
pleat vuste for subsequeut shipment in sheet form to the 
purchaser of the lesf from vbich the scrap originated. 
Scme pcoplc do not use sheet, SC there are still sonr! 
bargains in 1tRf plant weste, ahich are sr.a:r~trl !:p b:: 
thO6t VhO do. The avnilability i6 rspidly diqinishing 
and the price *is rising. 

I think an advantage of the PR.? concept is the possibility 
of integrating waste utilization with PRT. That is to 
say, PRT vould provide R means of combining in one plant 
the processing of vaste plus other rar materials 
(non-tobacco?), into a sheet bossessing thc.charscttriatics 
set forth in the PRT-71 objectives. 

if this crnnot be done then a tyrical operating cot&puny 

*would be faced with the necessity of haTin&-. two sheet 
plants. 
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(3) I too, do not see the achievement of Schweitzer techno- 
logy as an objective. Hovever, I think Schveitrer sheet 
or PCL can provide useful benchmarks ror conpsrir;on 
and communication, particularly in the areas of subjective 
Quality and manufacturability. x do r?!2t tkizik we hCYC 
-much reason to hope that PRT vi11 come up to natural leaf 
in the subjective sense. 

4) (5) 

Most manufacturers have a Pretty good idea of hov nuch 
reconstituted tobacco their blends can.absorb, and I vould 
like to suggest an alternative method for subjective 
aasesancnt to that nov being used. . This would consist oi 
difference testing to determine Cov much of a given PRT 
sheet can be incorporated befare a difference is detected 
betveen sample and control. PCL or Schveit:er sheet 
could aerve.as a sort of benchmark for this type of 
evaluation. 

There seem to be three chief reason 
tobacco sheets: 

a.) A means to rtco vcr tobscco was te and poas 
utilize low pri ted , lov grade tobacco. 

.a for interest in 

b) Smoking and Health 

cl Economic. Scarcity and cost of tobacco. 

ibly to 

As things nov stand “tobacco substitutes" seen to be in 
the lead vith respect to (b) and (cl. For the vnste 
utilization part of (a) paper technolo,*y is more econonic 
at a very large scale of production, end FCL is a better 

L . process at more modest levels of production. !‘o%h of 
these 19ttzr procease:, can be used to c3avcrt low priced 
scraps and leaf-in addition to vsste. tie have dcne this 
and so have nany others. Sources of such rnv Taterie 
are drying up and the price is rising. Limited quantities 
of redrier plant vaste ar'e being exported from Canada 
at $0.25/lb by the one manufacturer vho does not USC sheet. 

I do not knou of any large source of suoply of tcbacco 
available at a lov enough price for convcrsicn into SRT 
at an overall coat that would be cob!petitive with Cgtrel. 
"Cheap" tobacco finds its vay to some countries for ust 
in its natural state, and from an economic stand-point 
nothing could be gained by converting it into sheet. 
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I readily admit to a high degree of ignorunce RS regards 
world sources and prices of tobacco, but vould suc!p,cst 
that PRT-71 ohjectivcs might be reviewed in conjunction 
with an analysis of potential s(.uces of supply of 
tobacco rav materials, and the scnle of man?xfacture at 
which a paper technology process is more economic than 
PCL.' (Under uhat circumstances would vhich BAT territory 
use PRT-71?) Perhaps this would lead to the identification 
of the kind of tobacco for which PRT-71 must be de-reloped 
to cope. As I have indicated, ve are very gloomy about 
the prospects of developing a form of agriculture in our 
environment that could make PRT competitive vith Cytrel. 

Based on our vark and that of Dr. Johnson it appears that 
a clean sharp cut deals vlth the bruising problem. 

The operative vord vith regard to "vood-pulp" should have 
been "wood-pulp derivative," for example CMC. 

I was trying to indicate vhat action ITL might take 
independently or PRT-71. The tvo ITL psople that acre here 
felt that any erfort by an agricultural rcseurch station 
to produce lov cost tobrzco for conversion into sheet 
should be encouraged, and %hat ITL might offer to help out 
by preparing PRT's iron small lots of cxpcrinental tobaccos. 
(The Canadian agricultural research people haye been 
investigating the nossibility of setting up their ovn 
sheet making facilities) Rovever , I do not think anything 
has come of either initiative, 

Xt tha.13. diSCZEE lo?: profile l ekr nrr (it@= 
-��-c-Y 2, pzg= S? 

vith the Delhi ‘Station. Some work vas carried out in 1973 
by it and ourselves last summer. 

What is the "method used'by Dick Comber"? 

I promise to attend the next Steering 
and look forvard tQ seeing you then. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

cc Mr. S.J. Green 

Committee meeting 
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