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.A s f .3 r as snloking xnd hcz,!:h +.ST<I!‘:c; are coocernxi. it must be 
si p :o individual gover?.xnts, chic!: !?3:-c, of course, sovereign 
rights over their pOi.i,zi,Cs, to s-:zte hoa they rish such aattcro 
t0 :3e h::nd?ed. It fol!ocs ti1zLz :!kc? r+?com:nend3ti:~nns on tobacco 
:ss'~cs of igternatrcn3! 3!:cncics :i:icti 3s t!:c ForId health 
OrgsnLsation 2re matters 011 :-.hlc!l g'~veremcnzs r?cst determine 
vh3t action, ii any, should be taken. 

Similar ’ :ssucs were recently rnir;cd in :Ce Rouse of Commons on 
3 question referring to tlsyr:.s by British :oSz.cco companies 
2nd received the following repl.y from the !Aioister: 
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pr?sidcot c-f Sierra Leone hzs rmcently cx?ressed his grztitude 
for the prompt m2ncer 13 srhic'! rhe recenues due to Coverzment 
as a result of the .4ursol T3tzcco Coapany ‘s activities are 
paLd. 

The calne of exports of tobacco f~nrn the dcvelopirrg mrld total 
some ?1200 3illion each ?PY.L-. :.k:art frm those directly 
employed by the tob:.cco COP;:~T':~:Y, :kerc are mnoy ~IFllioos cf 
people - faxers, tr3dd2rs r.nd 5:1::pliers - ah0 decezd, Jholly or 
in ,73rt, for their liveli\'cor! 'x Z!;c industry. the Economist 
Intelliferc~ Unit, in its stud:; "Lazf Tobacco: 1:s Contribution 
t0 the :cooomic and Social De-elocment of the Third Tor!d", 
says: 

t, . . . . if * * L:.s _..-. rm'l po::ni~!.? to .S:Jy;i;CSt that if tobacco 
were so remov4 t I! C. local popul2zion vould lose a 
significant socr~~~ of direct and indirect income 

and employment xit!~ no compare-ble replacement." 

T!I~ sam tconorclst Iorolligsnc:~ IJr.it strld? ai. stated that 
“tobacco grors~!.-g has had 2 p0s.i :LYO iapzct on food production. ” 

The grovi.ng of tobac-,c CSPS oc!y II very smc~ll percentsge of the 
abundant agricult*ural land n.rc*n a-;r.ilable. For example, in 
Zaogl3desh, tobacco grorizr: . !I -: SFscs Iecs th2.o 0.5% of the 
tots1 available 2re3 of cul:i~s';c-,! Land a2d for ohly 4 months 
of zhc ye2r. 

In addition Co their ccntrikxtizn to food srOv;i3g in developing 
countries, BAT companies hare active prr:r;rammcs to encourage 
eoergg conservation, f:lel su!x:i~~tion 2nd re-afforestation. 
In 3rnzi1, for example, over 120 ZilIion trees hnve been 
plan ted in the last 20 rcnrs. :A” Kenya nnlotains nurseries 
for seedlings of fast groaixq r;;:ecLes and over 9.5 million 
trees hove already been plau:ed. 

TSe Cenprrn ‘.fiDister for Finz.r.cc srrid during his national budget 
speec3 in June 1981: 
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In ,jri Lanka, the Ceylon Tobacco Company is exFerisenting with 
the czn-version of a2ste coir into 'criquet?es for fuelling 
zl~c!linery. Ccminenticg on the com?any's izitiatioe a recent 
ladL:Or'"l w-e i,a t!ze Ceylon 3aFly !leF;s said: 

"Theirs is =ork rhat aiLl greztlg benefit the 
ccun try 2t a tFmc Then aitersztive energy is 2 
cr?inq need." 

s llxs11‘v -L 

CozmerciaL, marketirg 211d reguiatary practices vary widely from 
coll.atry to cowtry. Te be liecc t!lat to atzcmpt to impose 
pr2:tices <.hich scit one coun:r: or: crher countries with ver? 
32fferezr: oufturzl, economic and social ci--" 

r 
A--.astances would Se 

j. - - 3 1 CA 7 a n t . . Fmpersizent and do little service to the cause of 
!1orih-Souti underetardizg. On tb2 other hz!ld the esamples 
'-- - - i *; 2 n ;n tnis brief stzzczient illustrate sr.:.--e'of the practiczl 
xc7 -3 in ;?blrh E.X.T Industries' tci:acco CC:cp%niZS CORTribUt@ t0 
t::e local colrmurity an6 dttrconstrztc very clearly :be close 2nd 
?csitive inrolTemeut zhich our Grolip has 12 the developing 
Yorld. 

Kindsor House, 
50 Viczcria Street, 
LONDON SiYlY ONL. 

June 1962 
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