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The B.A.T Industries hegan its life 30 years ago as
3rirtich-American Tocaco Crepany., Since 1ts formation io 1902,
it has besen ag interan tctrcen comnany coancerned with
devaloping its tusines wide. From the outset it began to
inpvest substantially - versens markets, including wmany
courtrices ia the devel sorld, with the result that today
the Greup has maovliact orerations ia more than 50
coun+trias azd sells it cts in virtually every country in
the world.

From its nnizs e : 2ad 2 strcag trzdition of
decentra ma 201, w35 “2en cne of the keys to its
comuered ce Since 1245 the Greoup has rursued an active
prUgTALD ra o tnd 2rnmoting lacal tationals to senior
rosLIIoOnsS, soO th Todar onr conmprnies are ia the main staffed
kv na2ticnals of ceuntrics in shich ther operate The
effect of tzis p ess hzs n tn underscore and devploo the
cemmitment oI ou cers i pani~ns to their leocal
cortuaities and enatle2 o he scasitive to local
cocditioes.

NDur <obrecn companics previde a wide range of products to cater
for hoth eiurrent znd changing consunmer tastes and preferences.
Troey ~nn‘orﬂ striczly <o the lasns of Lthe couniries ia which
they oapera and zmaintziag 2 alose dialegue i:n ninisters and
UffiClzlS- The proemotion of onur preoducts in developing
countries reflacts, as e'zoeuhern, local practice aad goveramens
rolicz. ¥®ec cowply vifth «drorticing eondes of practice where
they exist aad are actively 2ncournpging the:r adoptica
elsewxhere.

As a2 matter of record cur intoernationnl brands with a2 worldwxida
reputation have similar predact cpecifications whether
napufactured in the country of crig:a, or lncnlly manufactured
which is often the cace. T ennures, for example, that the
tar and picotine deliverias or 1:tern1:ional brands have
comgarable levels thrcuzbent the world.

th issewen are coonceracd, it must ke
yp o 1nd1v1dual go"ﬂrﬂne”::_ which have, of course, sovereign
rights over their policies, *o stvate how they sish such matters
to e handled. It follows <that the recomzendations on tobacco
1ssues of intermat:icnal! 2gcneies siich as the World Health
Organisation are matters on vhich governmeno:s rmust determine
#hat action, if aay, should be token.

Similar issues wer= recently raised in the Hecuse of Commons on
2 quusetion referring to experts by British tobacco companies
and received the follewing reply Zrom the Minister:

"Developiag countries must set their own stacdards.
It is not for us tn sel standards Zor them."

econeomi.c
Malawi, it

Tobzcco has long beea an imparta
devzlopment of mnny counzrins.
for™= scme 10% of the nemy an
goversmant ra2vanue esinesd {ro% th

Coutipued. ../
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Pregident ¢f Sierra lLecne hos recently expressed his gratitude
for the prompt manrer 1a which the revenues due to Coverament
as a result of the Aur=ol Tokacco Company's activities are

paid.

The =alue cf exports of totaccs from the developiag world tetal
some 31200 =million each yrear. *vart from tbose directly
emploved by the tobzccon compenics, there are mapy millions cf
people -~ farmers, traders and suzpliers - who degend, wholly or
in part, for their livelilood on the industry. The Economist
Intelligence Upit, in its study "Leaf Tobacco: Its Comntribution
to the Ecoanomic apd Sccial! Cevelopuwent of the Third Forld"”,
says:

" N :
eves 1t 1
e

reaconnihle to suggest thkat 1if tobacco
ed ihe ioca2l! population would lose a
roc ol direct and indirect iaocome

®ith 20 cowmparable rerlacexent.”

-
¥ere s$oO remo-
significaant s
and employmest

iso stated that

The same Economist Iute 1
nwL on food production.”

"tobtacco grn

Tobacco rotates with foed crons and, becavse of the techpical
advice and services which BAT eoZf2rs to tobacco farmers,

over2ll zgricultural proutice !
in many countries by substnntial
In Vigeria, the Daily Times of °

3
nNTes., Food vields kave risen
rcentacge2s in tobacco areas.

"Berhaps the mnse ive aspect of the Nigerian
Tobacco Companzy's ©Z in recent tizmes is the
full integration ~f high-yielding food crops into
its tcbacco leaf-go-o i programme. "’

The growing of tobaccc uses 21
abundant agricultural land ars.a
Ban;ladesh, tobacco growiug
total zvailable area of cul:ti
of the year.

> 2 very small percentage of the
.ilabtle. For example, in
1lisnms lecs than 0.53% of the

~nted land z2ad for conly 4 nontas

—
oot
+

ln addition to their ccotributica to food growing ip developing
courntries, BAT companies have active programnes 10 encourage
energy cecposervation, fuel substitution and re-a2iforestation.
In 2razil, for example, over 120 2illion :rees have been
planted ip the last 20 sears. =AT Xenya maiptains gurseries
for seedlings of fast growing species and over 9.5 million

use

trees have already been pla

The fenya2n “fiaister for Finance s2id during his natiomal budget
speech in Jupe 13981:

"The Goverzment so tenn impressed by the
notable effort in preomoting local
oroduﬂtian of cco and zfforestation by
sroviding tree nur~s~ri»s and encouraging tree
planting in tobacco srowing areas of th:s
Republic.” ‘

(o3
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In 5ri Lanka, the Ceylon Tobacco Company is experimenting with
the conversion of waste coir into triquettes for fuelling
azchinery. Ccmmentipg oa the coempzny's initiative a recent
edizorial ia the Ceylom Daily News said:

"Theirs is work that #ill greatly benefit the
ccuntry 2t a time when aitersative energy is a
cryiag need."

Suwnary

Commercial, markecting apd regulatory practices vary widely from
country to country. We believe that to atiempt to impose
prz:tices which suit core country on otlher countries with 7ery
dzfferent culturzl, econcmic and soc¢ial circumstapnces would be
('\ ir-2levant, impertinent and do little service to the cause of

1 Nor-h-South unders<tanding On the other hand, the examples
€iva2n in this brisf siats
T27s in wbich B.A.T Ind
the local commpucity and
pesitive involvemeut wd

2t illustrate scrme of the practical

ies' tchacco ccirpaaies conrtribute to
monstrate very clearly the close and

cur Group has iz the developing
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