:'Tobacco group hits at
=Air Canada smoking ban

°BY BERNARD SIMON IN TORONTO

CANADA'S  Dbiggest tobacco
company has ovdered its 3.000
empiovees to avoid travelling
Y .an_Air Canada in the wake of
the atste-owned airline’s deci-
-sion to ban smoking on some of
fts most popular Aights. -
- [mperial Tobaceo af Mantresi.
.- whose parent company lmasco
is controiled by Britain's BAT
“ladustries. has told Air Canada
that the aisline will be used in
future as “the carrier of last
resort” by Imperial emplovees
«and Imasco head office staff,
Employees have also been told
o «op using the sirline’s credit
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card.

The policy will be reviewed
at the end of Air Canida’s
theee-month  experiment ban |
ning all smoking on half of its
75 daily fiiehty betwees Toronto,
Ottawa and Moatreal.

The airline tock the step
sfter determining that ball its
smoking passengers approved
of stricter rules, if only to help
them give up cigarettes.

An Imperial Tobacco official
said Alr Canada’s policy s
“unfair to smokers™ by un-
necessarily  restricting their
rights,

¢18820102

™ ATIANTIAYT TOCTD IO



