Re: Letter from Bob Wade on trends in Canadian
lung cancer mortality statistics

1. It is clear that the charts of Canadian lung cancer

mortality trends differ in shape from the diagram on page 2
of the Blue Book. (Incidently, there is no caption for the
ordinate scale, nor a reference for the source of the data.)

2, Superficially, there is some attraction for Bob Wade's

suggestion that the differences between U.K. and N. American
trends may lie in the reduction in atmospheric pollution in

the U.K. following the 1954 Clean Air Act.

3. I have discussed the problem with Peter Lee on the telephone‘

and, among other things, he reminded me that Mr. G. F. Todd
(former Scientific Director of T.R.C.) had analysed Canadian
cigarette consumption data, during a visit to Canada after his
retirement from T.R.C. I think Peter will send you a copy of
the Report by Todd (T.R.C. Doc. R422).

4, What Peter will be unaware of is the correspondence between
Bob Gibb and myself at that time. This explains how Todd came
to be in Canada and the view taken by ITL and the Canadian
Industry of the data which Todd used; as Todd wrote he created
something out of nothing (or better, very little). I enclose
photocopies of the correspondence. It seems possible that -

Bob Wade has forgotten (or never saw) the letters.

5. In my first letter (20th October 1977) I outlined what
Todd had attempted to do in Canada where he found the facts,
such as they were, failed to fit the Peto model for lung cancer
and deduced a number of conclusions, Among these was:-

(a) Atmospheric or industrial pollution plays
a bigger role in the U.K,

(b) Canadian tobacco is different

(c) Inhaling behaviour is different

(d) The theory is wrong.

He did not consider the possibility that his initial data
were wrong.
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6. The correspondence seems to have petered out around June 1978.

I think that this coincided with the dissolutiom of the T.R.C.

and itg replacement hy T.A.C Todd severed his connexion with
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the Industry at that point and we were operating with new ground
rules. I do not know whether CTMC ever offered Todd any comments.

7. Apart from the foregoing, I have no other useful comments to
offer. I understand that Peter Lee has found something in the

big Doll and Peto paper in JNCI.
D. G.
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