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Subject: NEW TORACTD IIIIZARCH TATS
OTTAWA, Jamuars 22, 1973 — New Jabertlories are to be constructed parly in 1973
at the Tetacco Fnserarch Station, Delki, Ont.. The announcement was made today
by Agriculture Minister Eugene Whelarn and i'ational Health and Welfare Minister
Marc lalonde.

Both depa:tronts are contrituting rescurces to a Tobacco and Health
Research Trogram, part of which is located at Dolhd.

"The long-tern aim at Delhi is to devrlop “obacco varietics and
ecultural, curing, and other prrcessing techniques that can contribute toward
the projuction of less hazardous cigirett " Kr. Whelan said.
Prelininary work has alrealy Actor.  ated for example, that cigarettes
produced from lowcr lecaves of tobacco plants produce much less tar and nicotine
than eigarcttcs produced from upper leaves.

Through plant breedin;, Canada may be able to develop a whole plant |
containing a muca lewer percenttze of tar-produclng constituents and nicotine:
than 4s the case in present varieties.

- Thus, ncw types of tobaceco when combined with icprovements in mamfac-

turing processes such as the rroduction of reconatituted tobacco sheet and

" advancements in filter design., would emable further steps to be taken in

producing cigarettes that would expose mmokers Lo fewer harmful substances.
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plant as well as the chemical ani physical characteriostico of ciparette smoke at

the Agriculture Canads Tescarch Zlation, Delhi, in new latoratorles being built by

the Depariment of Mational H+-alth and Welfare.

In ediition, chcxzical and physical characterization of the smoke and other
studies will be carvied il at *t2 University of Waterlso which ccn:‘.ucts'the‘twice-
yearly tar and r'cotine trots Iir the Doparii=nt of Matloral Health ard Welfare.

3 *This three-war cooperitive recearch belwron {vo goverrment departments

f\ and & university will contribuie to ir;x.cﬁ:agi?nal efforts to produce less hazardous
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tobscco products and faci!itatr Canada's guj.‘,!am}c't the totacco industry in matters
affecting health,” Mr, Lalond» paid.

Comani:ations on thece matters betucen the two govermment departments
_with tobacco marulacturers, through the Canadian Totacco Mamufacturers Council, And_
with growers, through the Ontaric Flue-Cured Tobacco Growers Marketing Board,go on
regularly. . * :

"The Joint resesrch pregram is one component of a broad program to reduce
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3 the hezards of cigarette =moking in which the Department of Natioral Health and
Welfare is Invclved. It includes public education, studies of ways to help
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Canadians avoid or discontirme amoking, and surveillance of cigarecltes on the

v

market," My, lalonde said.

+ "Canada 1s nov formulating positive programs towards developing types of

i

tobacco products which will be required in the future, with a realization that f
tobacco must moet certain mew quality criteris," ¥r, Whelan said. "The new
hbontorha at Delhi will play an essential role in moving towards these objectives." )
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