
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT ESTABLISHMENT, British-AmericanTobacco Co., Ltd..Southampton.

VC/4W 5th Sanuaryt 1960

Me=., tat D. S, F. LOBSOti,ESI.

Dear Mr. 14obsont

Your mm, of lst Januarytwith Mr, Dobson'sfour questions

and Sir Charles* toonntsi,leads us into very deep waterstand I will

try to be as helpful as possible. I know you appreciatethe difficulties

In the way of getting experimntat results and of Interpretingthem

with any degree of reliance.

You wish to "**tonssubstantiateor refute the basic claims

Specifically#they are#

A. 20",less tar

B. 50% less polycyclichydrocarbons (e.g.benzpyrons)

C. 80@'oless aliphatic hydrocarbons

and impllcitlyD. that the tar Is less carcinogenic

Our knosiledgeof similar solvent treatmnt suggeststhat A Is

correctgand since Ym suspect that benzpyrene largely comes from

pyrolysisof tar, that 00is likelyto be true* also. !@'shave much less

riia!sonto worry about Cp and the Importance of D Is largelyin oir otvn

minds. ('#',byalso are we anxious to reduce tar and nicotine?) it

would be unwise thereforeto enter upon a period of testing In the main

hope of refuting Neukom. Apart from D, the claim that interestsus

is B, and It is very III-,elyto be met in fairdegree.

Either we accept the Implicit assumptionin D or we do not.

If viado not# then there is very little reason to worry about Ap 0 and

Ct and what publicity by lieukam can do. An valuabl@ an effect can

probablybe got with the use of porous cigarettepaper and filters.

It has been suggested that if rl#Wtommleclaims are upheld we

may have to think very seriouslyand quickly. I would maintain that

now Is the tine to decidewhether, If A, 0 and C art rightpor nearly

sop we are prepared to enter wholeheartedly into the t@laukow.treatment.
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RESEARCH Bi DEVELOPMEKr-ES@TABLISHMENT. British-AmorleanTobacco C-o..Ltd..Southampton.
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lidson,Eaci. 4th January9 1960

it seems to om that the only logical basis for decision Is

to attempt to eatIMate D. is there a yardstick? Firstg no one has

produced an experimental lung cancer in an animal with cigarette

smoke or tar# so no direct comparison of Houkorals tare is possible.

Secondt those cancers that have been produced on mouse skin painted

with solutions of whole cigarette amok* condensate have taken a year

or eighteen months to develop. On a long term# thereforit the

carcinogenic activity of NeAormis tars could be ostimateidgbut before

such knowledge would be of use In helping the Association Suisse to

decide whether to take up its optiong It would be necessary to show

that iftt caused cancer on rwuse skin irxssalso vyhatcaised cancer in

ht"n 1-.lngs. (@?'.;ouldyou ass-me this?). It Is true there are also

short tern.biological terts, b,.ittheir correlationwith the mou!!eskin

test is not good and the sam(iL-a!sicdifficultystill exists.

t!everthelssb#this seens the most positive action and useful action to

take.

Cor,.plicatitigall of this Is the time factor, Ihe option is

until Itiarch18thp which gives only bare time for a preliriii-taryloo@-.at

A, B and C, andg a5 I have quid$ the ktiotyledgegainad I.vnot likely to

be of any practical help to the Association Suite*. If thisto all

the time we can havep I am strongly against taking on tliororl-,and

dolaying our benzpyren3 Investigations into PZ:Lsmo'z:eirihich It would

re,Tairs.

On the other hand, would surely understand the need

for independent biological "11C;Al cap,and If he could be rersuaded to

Increase the time of optionp a thorough investigation into At P and C

could be carriad out In six mnthst with a short term biological

assasr,r.antof D; or preferably vtithan extension of 18 manthsg a

thoro,ighreport on A# Op C and D could be producadp which Y.-ouldreally

have some value.
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BATCO document for Province of BritishColumbia 8 November 1999

BATCO 00083517



S.P. Hgblon,gs5io 4th January, 1960

7he advantage of this &ttack tsouldbe that a refusal by

tleukomto allow time for hiolocicaltestingmuld vxakonany

pressurehe could bring to beer on the manufacturersthrough the Press.

Ecriallytthe grantingof an IS months extension period muld

enablesimultaneoustestingof tobacco extractedwith hexane (Laporte)

so that# if Neukonuts claim D were uphiildtvrewould know If there ivas

an alternativoprocessavailableas a bargaininglnstr-mient,or free

from the Nolikom patent.

I hope ttiatthis has made It plain that thareare norL,lr,-Iijoz

to be considered than the correctnsssof Neukonn*s claim,3,and ho,.v

difficultIt is to keep o,.=feeton the bottom.

Felton has described the experimentalvvorkthat can le don!e

in detail In the followingpages and how i-ocould set about It. Ito

has also included suggestions&bout the part ?Aotitreatcould olay,

and ascertained thallI.T.@-"O.(Bristol)have no surplus capacity to

assist.

I :hall be glad to dtzicii-.ithis fiixtheron 7li-.jrrdaytIf you

ritsh.

Yours aincerelyt

Encist

C'Z>
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