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FREE RADICALS IN TOBACCO SMOKE

You have receiveda copy of Dr.D.A.Matkin'sReport RD 2116 on thissubject.

This reportdetailsSouthampton researchfindingsfrom a work programme to
determinethe effectson smoke freeradicallevelsofmajor cigarettedesign and
blend vadables. As such itislogicallycomplete withinthe constraint,of the
chemiluminescence method used.

Furtherwork isnot planned inview of our commitment to identifyand control
thetobacco precursorsofa number of minor smoke components of interestto,
forexample, RegulatoryAuthorities.The SRG has determined a listof such
components forour work programme. The listdoes notincludefreeradicals.

However, colleaguesin Hamburg believethatfreeradicalsis an area of
growing interest,see forexample a letterby Dr. E.Kausch and Dr.B. Hauser
toDr.Baker,dated 18/5/88,commenting on a recentconference inJapan.

Given the recentissueof Dr.Matkin'sreportand Hamburg comments, Ishould
be gratefulforguidance on the need or otherwiseto considerfurtherwork in
thisarea. Ibelievethatany change toour work programme should be effected
through the usual SRG mechanism and, inparticular,theirperiodicreview of
thesmoke components ofinteresttoRegulatoryAuthoritiesand similarbodies.
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