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Tobacco Germplasm

Inthe pastfew weeks Ihave been approached by 2 peopleon the potentialneed
foran initiativeby theindustrytosustaindevelopments oftobaccovarieties.They
are D.L.DavisofReynolds and H.D.Papenfus ofRothmans.

The firstisproposingsome actioninthe USA to ensurefirstof allthatexisting
germplasm isnotlostand secondlythatthe wherewithalexistsintothe futureto
developnew varietiesfornew needs. The reasons advanced are:

(a)Lack ofinterestby theseed companies and theirwithdrawaltoa largeextent
from tobacco programmes, and

(b)Lack of within- Universitysupportand Federalsupportfortobacco variety
development inacademic institutes.Inparticular,NCSU, U ofK and USDA
are citedas majorcentresofactivityinthe past butwithlittlecontinuityof
efforton tobaccotoday.

Davisistryingtosound outthe possibilityofan industry4undedtrustprogramme
toensurethatthepositiondoes notfurtherdeteriorate.Intheshort-termitisclaimed
thatvariousbreedinglineswith,forexample, blue-mouldresistancehave been
developed,butare now ineffectabandoned inthe USA. Pressureson use of
chemicals,withtheparallelabsence ofan alternativeroutetooff-settingthem,are
an added issue.

Papenfus,forlessspecificreasons,issuggestingsome actionsupportedthrough
CORESTA, withobjectiveswhich Ipresume would ovedap withthe US proposal.
Itis possiblethathe willraisethisfordiscussionin Greece at the ScierTtffic
Commission orinopen session.The RJR thoughtswould be more likelydiscussed
attheTobacco Workers'Conference nextJanuary,d atall.
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1see littleofvalue coming from any CORESTA aclionunder presentarrangements

forseveralyears,whilstthe spectre of limitationson germplasm distributionfrom
the US remains as a disincentiveexcept fornationalconcerns there.

Nevertheless,the worriesunderlyingsuch proposals as expressed by others

deserve attention.So far,we have been able to relyon externalsources forboth
varietyimprovement and seed sourcing. Itmust be questionableforhow longthis

willremain,quiteapartfrom proposals forradicalimprovement tovarieties.lsthere
a Group strategyforthistopic? Ifso,Iwould appreciateany guidance on responding

to these externalenquiries.
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