
Briefing Note

Smokim and Health and Recrulatory

Smakim

progress continues towards the adcpticn by Lw of the rt--vlsedstandard
appl.icableto all cigarettes including those with Act:L= filters. The
changes will be embodied in a set of revisions which ;irerecommended by a

Coresta Task Ebrce sewdrig on of testing methods. Currently,

voting m the draft standard is taking place. Difficulties with R J Reynolds
over the minim= tar level appear to have been resolved an the basis that the
operiwital results can be expressed in different ways in different
Countries, e.g. dependent on whether there is one central labcratccry(as in
the U.S.A.) or a number of L-axwatories (a possihle situation in the E.C.).

Within the BAT Graup the@ have been practical pm-cblemsassociated with

the introductim of the revised methods e.g. in BAT Benelux, ht these have
now been resolved.

Additives/Coristituentsof Tobacco

within the BAT Gra3p the cowleticn of the Central Additives Register is
being attended to w3.thurgency in view of the in=,easirq interest being shown
by Regulatory Authorities in this area. The current position of the cmtml
Add3.t,ivesRegister is discussed in a separate note. The position within the
E.C. on tobacco additives is unclear except that intelligence sxjgests that

both Ge=an and U.K. Regulatory bodies would like to see their views inposed
an the E.C. To this end a BAT initiative, developed frm the Ge=an list of
additives, is being prepared as a basis for a possible approach to the E.C.

in Australia receitly a major consumer's association began a rmi;% canpaign
to inform the public about to== additives, pest@ residues and c+uw-ical
constituents of tobacro -m-ke. In advertisemerts and telev:Lsicnprogrammes
attention was drawn to the fact that tobac= -ke contains chemicals that
are also present in e.g. paint strippers, rocket fuel, mothballs etc.
carx@i-=was also expressed about what was being added to tcba smo)- in the
fc= of additivesduring processing and pesticide resia . As a result of
this activity,the minister of Health has written a letter to
companies requestim disclosure of additives (rkme, use and amount) and
agricultural chemicals. The industry is seeking a meeting with the Minister
to impress upon him the confidentiality of this 3nfo=atim and to reassure

him about the irstistry'suse of additives in the Australian market.

In New Zwland, legislation which has just been pissed requres mmeact=ers
to observe limits for llmmful =nstituertts" in . AlUwugh it is not
clear fram legislationwhat is meant by "harmful ccrwtituents", it is
believed to include additives. Again, pressure groups are demanding that
these IrrAarmfulconstituents" should also be Ii-ted on packs or on pack
inserts.

Scientific

There has been considerable recwt publicity given to papers claiming to
have established a genetically determined factor which predispwes to
lung cancer. As yet the original scientific publicationsare nut
available so that detailed ccacm!ntscannot be mde, but as BAT funds
crig2ml research in this area expert opinion on the significanceof this
work will be avai-lable.
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2. Addicti

MiList many scientistscontinueto pramilgate the view that nicotine is
an addictivedrug on a par with heroin and cocaine, other scientistsare
tryingto put riicatineintothe - caltagmyas caffeirv--:i.e. it is
not a drug of abuse. The latter scientistsconcentrateon putting
forward the benefitsof nicotinei.e. improved attentim, Lx-Aa
and performance,relief of stress. A number of scientificconferences
have been held m the sub]ect of nicotine over the past 12 months (in
Florence, Sweden and &wftitg) -.4@ such V3.ewshave been prw"rtad. BAT
is funding research in this area in the UK (ProfessorI. Hirmtoarch,
ProfessorJ.A. Gray) and Omada (Dr.V. Mx)tt). Oomiderable nwAiA
attentionhas been given to the work of Professor Gray and his colleagues
suggesting that nicotine can improve same of the symptoms of A3.zheimer's
disease.

=zlrmnm= Tcbacm cMLe

Legislatim ba@ smoking in public places and the workplaop-amtmies to
be introduced in many countries around the world, including Now Zealarxi,
aiile and Guatemala. Industry strategy currently caxmitrates on pre-empting
ETS as an issuewhere it has not yet arism by focussing attentim an indoor
and outdo= pollution ccncettis;and beim better prepared to handle the issue
w:ithw-iia and government when it is rai--,edby carxying out local researr-hon
local levels of EIS oanstituents/otherr+mical-- in indoor air and the
externalenv==errt, and identifyinglocalscientiststo be tra=iedas
experts in the field. one such propmme, to achieve these a3ms, is already
in place in the Far Dist (supportedby BAML-o/B&W,PM, PJR & Japan Tcbao=)
and another is proposed for latin Amerim.

Followingthe circulatim to operatingcaqmnies of a strategy document and
supportingpackage entitled "ms: lq=vvuq 7hp-Quality of Public Debaten,a
more detailedpackage of strategiesand supporting materials is being
prepared. The request for this came from BATCO. cperatuig companies in the
Far East and the package will deal with the following sub]ects:

- Smoking in public pla
- Smoking in the wackplaoe.
- Smoking aboard air=aft.
- &=)dM in publictransport.

- ScierrUficaspects of ErS.
- How to pm-empt the EIS issue.
- Trxb= air quality.
- HOW to respond to legislationon EIS.

The package should be available by the end of October.

REr/SB/IEW
30th August 1990
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