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LastnightBBC Televisionreportedon what theycalled"thetobacco industry'svarious
strategiesand tacticsindealingwithsmoking and healthcontroversiessincethemid
1950'suntilthepresenttime".

The main allegationwas thatsince1953 when thetobacco industrylearnedof a claimed

associationbetween certaindiseasesand smoking therehasbeen a ?R drive'invomng
thesettingup ofindustryfijndedresearchtocreateand disperserr@sinformationabout

theadversehealtheffectsthatarcclaimedtobe caused by smoking.

Itwas alsoclaimedthattheindustrysuppressedtheresultsof researchthatwould have
implicatedsmoking asa cause ofcancer inarlimals.

The programme was based on similarallegationsmade inFebruary 1993 inthePrime
Time Livetelevisionprogramme inthe UnitedStateswhich inturnwas a rehashof
allegationsprintedintheWall StreetJournalon II February 1993.

Brown and Williamsonresponded toPrime Time by stating*The fraudand conspiracy

allegationspresentedinthe show arethesame claimsthathave been made inpreviously
thedlawsuitsand reportedby the media over and over againduringthepasttenyears.
Each time,juriesafterhearingalltheevidencehave made thecorrectdecisionand

rejectedthoseclaims".

The main differencebetween PHme Time Liveand Panorama was thatan attemptwas

made by theproducersof Panorama to givetheprogramme a UK angleby mentior@ng

UK tobaccoindustryresearchand new productdevelopmeit as wellasusingemotive

sensationalls-,footage oflocalcancerpatients.
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;-:oecificreferencestoBAT arebeinginvestigated.

1-icaseofany follow-upmedia enquiriesabouttheprogramme, we have preparedthe

irtachedstatementwhich should be used asa responseonly.

@%nymedia enquiriesintheLJK shouldbe referredtoCorporate Affairs.

OperatingCompanies should use themedia statementto respond toany pressenquiries

@-itheirown countriesand declineto answer any specificquestionson the-rogranime.
nemedia responsestatementmay be giventostaffforinformation.
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