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There have been no major developmentssincethepreviouspaper on
environmentalissues.Itis,however worthnotingthefollowing:

1. UK Tssue

The 1991 editionofSocialTrends,producedby theCentralStatistical
Office,confirmsthatthe rcentageofpeopleconcernedaboutgreen
issuescontinuestorise.Encem isexpressedmainlgaboutchemicaland
sewage contaminationofwater. However, almost

0
ofadultsclaimedto

be quite/veryworriedaboutlitter&ad rubbish;thesame percentagewere
quite/veryworriedaboutthedestructionoftropicalforeslA growing
percentageofthepopulationispreparedtoadaptitsbehaviourt)ecauseof
theseconcerns.Two thirdsofadultsnow use'ozonefriendlyaerosols,
fourin tentakeusedbottlestoa bottlebank and a furtherfiveinten
saidtheywould considerdoingso.Salesofunleadedpetrolrosefrom 28%
to38% oftheUK market between Januaryand October lastyear.

2. European Issue

OfficialsintheDepartment ofTrade and Industryhavebeen toldthatthe
European Co ....... on producea firstofficialdraftoftheEEC
PackagingDirectiveinS is9l.AccordingtotheDTI,"theaim will
certainlybe tocauseind to acknowled&eand actupon its

fbilityforwastewhichderivesfrom itsproductionandresponsi
distributionprocesses,even where thewastearisespost-consumer.

The new draftDirectivewillincorporateFecif3clegislationon plastics
waste,with tough recyclingtargetsforindividualsectors,eg
constructionindustry,vehicles,ag*@culture,householdwastesetr-The
strongestoppositiontotheintrodufionoftargetshas come from the
packagingsector.Manilfactuersofpolyethylenefilmarguethattheir
productswould be betterdivertedtoincinerationwithbeatrecoveryor
productionofwaste-derivedfuelratherthanbeing'upgraded"by chemical
means ashas been suggested.There isno realexpectationhowever that
theseconcernswillbe takenintoconsideration.

Meanwhile, individualMember Statescontinuetointroduceconflicting
nationallawson packagingleavingtheCommi ionwithlittleoptionbut
toproduce a strictpackage ofitsown. InadditiontotheGerman
legislatior4themore dramaticlegislationpassedorproposedincludes:

• Italy-50% ofmetal and glass,40% ofplasticstobe recycled.
Operatingcostsforrecyclingsystemstobe met by industryand paid
accordingtomarket shares.From 1993,taxestobe introducedfor
materialswhich have notmet recyclingtargets.

• DenmarL- Metal can banned forbeerand softdrinks.A taxon all
packagingforliquids.Glassbottlesfordomesticallyproduced
drinksmust be refillable;a deposit,returnand recyclingsystem
hastobe setup forimports.Retailersbeingencouragedtodelist
PVC containers;additionalrulesforotherplastics.

• Ireland:Mandatory depositsand taxesbeingconsideredby government
unlessindustryproposes"rcaiistierecyclingplans.
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3. IntemationalIssue

Canada

The CanadianCouncilofMinistersoftheEnviro=ent hasproduceda
'NationalPackagingProtocol"recommending sixpackagingpoliciesfor
Canada:

(i)AU ackagingshallhave minimaleffectson theenviro=enl
(lastust7toprepare*envirormentalproffles"ofitsown pa6caging,
foU t by productre-designtomiduniseenvironmentalimpact).

(ii)Prioritywillbe giventothemanagement ofpackagingthroughsource
reducbon,reuseand recyclin&
(Government,inconsultationwithindustryand *amulti-stakeholder
Kroup"willpreparea code ofPreferredCanadian Packaging
rmctices,theidealscenariobeingno packagingatau wnere
possible).

(iii)A continuingcampaign ofinformationand educationwillbe
undertakentomaiceallCanadians aware oftheflinctionand
environmentalimpactofpackaging.

(iv)These policieswillapplytoallpackagingused inCanada, including
imports.

(V) ReSWations Willbe implemented asnem&sary toachievecompliance
with thesetargets.

(vi)Allgover=.ent policiesand practicesaffectingpackagingwillbe
consistentwith thesenationalpolicies.

Targets:

B December 31,1992:Packagin sentfordis@ tobe no more than80%
olthe amount sentin1998. g

B December 31,2000- Packaging sentfor disposal to be no more than 50%

oltlheamount sent in 1988.

50% ofthesediversionstobe achieved through source reduction and reuse;
50% tobe achieved through recycling,
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