
Secondly,whilstBAT asa whole endorsesthespiritof thePrinciples,we would rindit
difficulttostatecategoricallythateverysingleone ofour operatingcompaniescurrently
implementsevery Principleindetail- from wholescaleenvironmentaltrainingprogrammes
foremployees(4)to *contributingtothedevelopmentof publicpolicy"(14).We do not
yethave ourown auditingsystemfullyinplace(16).Yet ifwe signthePrinciples,we
presumablycommit eachoperatingcompany toeveryone ofthem, not asan objectivetobe
achievedinthefuture,but asa realityforthepresent.IfBAT Industriesdoesdecideto
signthePrinciples,we would ideallylikesixmonths notice,so thateach individual

operatingcompany has a chancetotakeactionifnecessarybeforethecompany signs.

Inview oftherapidlychanginga"itudesand emerginglegislation,itisperhapsmore
appropriatethatwe trytomaintainourown standardsinlinewithgovernment thinkingand
aheadoflegislation.We feelthereforethatwe cannotrecommend thatBAT becomes a
signatoryatthistime. However, ifaskedtoreporton our compliancewiththePrinciples,
we would certainlybe ina positiontostatethatBATCO recognisesthe importanceofthe
areascoveredby theCharterand istakingstepsto ensurethatitappliesthesame or
similarstandardsineverycountryinwhich itoperates.

KEY ISSUES

1. AgriculturalChemicals

'De useofchemicalsingrowing tobaccoisincreasinglyseen asa danger toearthand
waterpollutionaswellasthroughresiduallevelsof chemicalslefton thetobaccoleaf.

BATCO operatingcompanies who causetobaccotobe grown must only use Agricultural
Chemicals which areapprovedforuse on tobaccoinUSA, or inspecialcircumstances
Zimbabwe and Canada, where strictregulationsand goverrunentlegislationcontrolthe
developmentand usageofsuch chemicals.When theuseofotherAgriculturalChemicals
isrequired,priorapprovalmust be obtainedfrom theBAT Additivesand Materials
Guidance Panel. Vrhereoperatingcompaniesareinvolvedinexportingunmanufactured
tobacco,attentionmust be givento theresiduelimitsimposed on themanufactured
products(Germany),theunmanufacturedtobaccoimports(USA), or any otherrelevant
residuelimitsdicta(edby thepurchasers."

MaterialSafetydatasheetsmust beheldforallchemicals.They areessentialtofully
assessthechemicalformulationand safetyrequirements.

All22 Operatingcompanieswho causetobaccotobe grown arerequiredtoreportannually
on thetypesofagricuturalchemicalsinstockand theirdurationsalongwith their
complianceto BATCO safetystandardsof theirusagei.e.Organisationand structure,
safetydocuments and posters,trainingandstockreductionstrategy.

BATCO Leaf and R&D departmentswillbediscussingwithoperatingcompaniesthe
practicaliniplica(ionsofmeasuringresiduelevels,includingextendingtoLitoperating
companies.
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