
BELTAANG CIGARETTE

On Thursday, 7th September, Mr. J. D. Jones, Director,
ProjectDevelopment, Ontario Pesearch Foundation, called
unexpw.adly and discussed the recent developments inthe
Bell/*Laingcigarette.He isrepresentingBeIVUing.

Thiswas firstbroughtto our attentionin 196S. Itisa
cigarettetnvoIN-inga redistributionof the tobacco to the outside
compared with normal (i.e.a cigarettewith a hole down the
middle). -nis isclaimed togive loss irritationand now to
produce lessTPM per cigarette. Since thiswas very much In
linewith theway in which wa were v!ort-.ingoLTselves, we told
him in 1965 thatwe were interestedbut did notwish to discuss
thisdevelot)mentunless or untilpatentswere obtained.
Subsequently,thisdevelopment achieved some publicityin
Canada.

The presentpositionis thatBelland Laing 9--pectto
obtaina Britishpatentand a Canadian patentand thatthe U.S.A.
patentshouldIssue within the ne-,tweek or two. Two other
companies are Interested,-one was unidentifiedand is in&@.erestad
only in the gimick value of the devalopment. The other company
isRothmans, who are said to be seriouslyInterested.A certain
amount of work is being done on alcc@.olex-Lractsof the smoke and
the comparison has been maci,,:-.bctvre3n the che-nistryof thaza
extractsfrompipe tobacco, cigartobacco, ordinaryRothmans
cigarettesand BeIVIzing modihad Rothmans cigarettes.

Belland Laing have littleexperience with cigarettesand
itmay well be the resultswhich appear to be favourableare not
so much due to having a hole down the middle of the cigaratte-,as
to the loweringthe rateof combustion of tobacco due to the firmer
packing achieved. So faronly hand-made cigaretteshave b-3en
used, althoughitwas mentioned thatBeU has paid a visitto
Rothmans laboratoriesand has spent some time there.

r sal.dthatwe would probably consider a proposal to look
furtherIntothisprojectprovidingwe were assured that other
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manufacturerswere not approached during the period of our -C@:.
investigationand Mr. Jones promised to discuss with the
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inve=ors this suggestiona.-rJto come back with some proposition
whicliwe could then consider. Mr. Jones suggested the possibility
of an option at leastto give us.a lead time in productionshould
we decide to pursue itfurther. I said that In view of the expense
of looking into a projectof this nature we would not be prepared
to consider anything otherthan a purely nominal payment for
such an option. I also explained thatwe already held patents for
w'iatI thought was the best way of making the BeIL/Laingcigarette
on a produ.-tionscale.

My own view ofthisIsthatthere may be some a-"4vartage
tobe obtainedInthisgeneralareabut thatitwould necesc-aruy
requireverycarefulInvestigation.On the otherhand, itisvery
mucl", In II.-iewith our own thoughtsand intentionsIn studying
theanularconstructionofcigarettesand Itwould be wise to keep
thedoor open ifBelland Laing are gettingpatentseven ifttiese
are c-,ilyo,*nuisance value.

Mr. Jonesalso leftwith me a paperby Belland Laingon
thissubject. BellisSeniorResearch Engineerat therrit--rnatioaai
NickelCompany of Canada and Laing isa technologistinthe
UniversityofTorontointhe Department of Metals and 1/.aterial
Science. I have no doubtthatthisis irtendedtobe a se--ious
contv,butionto the subjectbut Izimdoubtfulwhether therpisany
realvalueinit.

SJG/SGM
12.9.67.
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