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To: Dr. R a I.er Fro.-.i:V.J. Rice

1 SeDteffcer, lqba

Databdse access - Canada
------------------------

Furtmer to our cunversation ytstiorcayg I thought it was wortn formulating
some thou@hts on the iadverse irrpli:ations of supplyinj tapes of oatabases to
Imper ia I

1. Confidentiality
---------------

It we were to supply the full 9LPCZTS database as It stands in tape form,
wiuld unaermine our undertaking '.oassign appropriate security codes

to reports according to tneir distribution Iists. This ensures tnat only
companies who are entitled to see a report can do so when accessing the
database. Unless the data was run an exactly the same system as our owng
these security coc;es would not operate.

2. Copyright

It we were to supply copies of STA:- or SMISSUE oalaoases (as waS asked)t
we wouldp undout)tedlyp be breaking all kinds of copyright lawsg especially
sending the data to another country. At present we pay a tee to Chemical
Abstracts to download data to STAB. There is no way that tnis extends to
passing tne data on to a third parly. we also have no permission to pass.
TAC datz on.

3. Leval implications
------------------

Shouldvepasson data to other con:anies on a wholesale Dasist we njay
run into trouble should tne company be involved in litigalion. Iniperials's
involveiaeritin co@rt proceedings wo@jiu immeoiately lripiiciateusp should
tne lawyers discover that computer '-apes had Deen recei ved. At presentg
where only access to our computer is t;oncerneat we at least hiive the option
to refuse them access (as happeneo -ith SEW at one time).

4. Our Group role

--------------
Fi na IIy (and I Lhint this is no small point)g snould we set a precedent of
supplying data in this way, our role as a Group resource would oe greatly
diminished. ;%hile we have control over the use of our dataoases (i.e. while
other Sitts have ;access only throug-i our o@.n coniputer)t we ;.reretaining the
credit oeserved for tne work carriec out, and use of the oata can be monitored.
Also, stioula he supply this E;ijtisgwe C;annut easily refuse other Companies the

future.same servicep which may then involve coii-putingin a lot of bork in
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