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is a wor:iwhile exercise. The
serting up 1 the Hanrer Com-
miitee 0 ne first place was a
vietory for :nis side. :
Given  tne - existence of
Huater: the next question is how
nne shouid appreacn the idea of
replacing nngcco—a  questinn
for thnse companies whn have
embarkrd 31 making substitutes
—and as a 2nrotlary, how one
shonuld jnsite the results. Thatrts
for . Hun:er and the heaith
authorities 1o decida.

Evidence

The vex:ngz part of all this is
that Huy das reached at jeast
tentafive actusions. but that
these ar» :anfident:al. This in
turn Mceas: that companies will
he a.iowed 1y test their products

ittedly willinz—-nn.
AUL Anynne outside
ymrmertial nterest
what guicehines
d o concerning
tbe  product
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O the ather hand
there are Dasic d:ffcrences
of apprnacs :a the reasearch
done 5¥ variaus compantes. and
without Hunter guidelines
it is difm in know whose is
judced to 22 following the hest
line.

To mve just one example,
Imprrial Tobacco has cnnsist
ently foilowed ' the line of
simolifying the crilulnse
molecule, ‘~nich is the basic
comoonent of natural tohaceo,

cause 23
wnatever
impnrta

1n arder to produce a substance

which  is  chemicaily and

.

binlogically as easy tn anaiyse
as possible. The Imos view is
that everything you :ake aut of
cellulose in prnducinz a tohacen
substitute compatihle wity the
pracess of making cigarettes
must umprove the chances of
increasing safety.

Celanese, on the other hand.
appcars to have &rdopfed a
policy of making :its product
much more like tohacco—
althruzh at the same ume
reducing the carcinnzeaic and
other harmiul content o the
same sort of degree 2s Imoeral.
The difference s that Cytrei is
a far more compicx substance
than NSM and. to the layman.
wonid appear to have much

marketinz charac-
¢s.  Without. puplished
ines, however. :t is im-
pn:subie 10 measure Jne igainst
thé Mger in terms 27 ealth.

Cenfidential

In sptte of “the Jact" that
Hunrer's conclusiens sre sti!
confidrntiai some” oainters n
the Committes’s thinkinz are
availahle. It appea @ nave
taken a faisly touzh hne an the
amount of researc:
he dnne heince 3 3
he out to the ctuhi:c Jar tesuna.
It appears aisn thar e Commet-
tce has dectded an a rautious
tep by Step annrnack~—<a rthat
further  aficial consideration

will  he  necessary  beinre.

Imperial nr apyone eofse an
venture from consumer fosting
tn rnmmercial test marketine.
[t emerges alsn thar Hunter
is tending to luvok more at the
product which will fnally he
nffered to the consumer rather
than tn ths bhasic substitutes
which cnmpanies are develnp-
ing. This 18 in line with Pro-
fessor Hunter's reputatinn as a
realistic thinker. hut when it
cnmes to second and third

generation dermvatives of what
are essentiajly first generation
substitutes in terms of commer-
ciat production, this could pose
some problems. Guidelines on
the concept of substtutes could.
long term, he more valuable
than just testing procedures of
prAducts which in the foresee-
able future are not likely to
acounrt for more than one-third
nf any commerc:aily marketed
cigarette.

Guidelines

In the final anaiysis. howaver,
the Hunter Committee 1s aniy
dn .advisory body set up to
recommend 0 the Secretary of
State guideiines ‘whnich should
be laid down for 'he imtroduc-
t:oh  of svntheluc smoking
tmaterials. As such the Com-
mittee’s opinions have no legal
standing. Althouzh companies
iike Imperial are seen to be
responsible by waitung for Hun-
ter's views. it 1s doubdtful
wnether their iegai position is
much enhanced 2y Hunter's
spproval for furiter moves in
ke nighly untikely event of any
ugweicnme side erfects showing
up in the future. For all the
compantes invoived commercial
seif-interest will be 2 much more
potent factor in ensyring come
prehensive testine than any

.quasi-official zuideline.

[t :is highly »srabable that
“he<e unpleasant jssues will re-
main 1n the realms of theory,
and as far as hotk lobacco cnr-
panies and smokers are con.
rerned the real tssue s whether
svnthetics will gain aceaptance.
The campanies have the- com-
forung thought that natural
tobacco leaf is likely to be in
shart supply for some time and
an easily-prnduced substitute,
therefore. is appeating. The
Aral court of appeal, however,
is the smoker. . °
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