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Imps to test
synthetic

| BY SANDY McLACHLAN

“{PERIAL Groun s 1o iader
<& coosumer tests  with
‘cizarettes cont2inioz 1 synthenc
tobaecco suoscitute. The campany
'anticipates that tests will start
withun  two months and will
invaive 3 :amoic of 35.000-5.000
smakers. The subsutute ia-
volved wi! e NSV a ceiiulose-
-based oroduct developed owntly
by l‘tPs and ICL
e lmzerial move is li;
be fotlewed swiltly by m""‘nm-
Dantes. Sallaher
announcesd that
aporaach "ne Huater C:
—ser u4p Hv toe fast tiove
tn advise 22 the aeath
tanad

fne 7
B
tesiing when
23 rizht.
tancr aad
Rotkmans  Auve
take sugpies 27

utute NSM Mai
Ad2mtial release drax~ w-da-
linee nn 'be hea!th jmpiic
of syvmthele to3acco 2y the
.Hunrer Committee.

Imper:al has obtaiged the
apuroval of the Hunter Commut-
tee (o ltake 't development of
syatherie materials  this saze
turther; siace the work it has
alread: der? mnre than matches
the provianal zuidelines tud
dowr.

Thero vesa sizns lust mzan
hawever. 3 0w many arew
up aver :he faec that a eamoany
haf derp ivan the 2o-ahead
while the 0 nidelices ware
t:3l and avsifable

anirs with L ooom
TMecyiai iaterest (g systhetic
tabacca produals.
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, There wwere suggestions {rom
some rquarcers of the medical
arofession t both the decisiong

af 1the Huxter Committee and
the evidence on which these were
hused snould be open to
independen: scrutiny.

A spokesinan for the Depart-
ment  of Health uand Social
Security econmented that the
Commutte~’s deliberations were
only arovisional and that, aay-
way, » *aminittee was set up
< tne Secretary of
State orn 'ne implications of

a Svmrheric (vomcco  products  so

thar 115 views carried no legal

. siznideance

1t is hen2ved that the draft
zuidelines are i fact incame
aete and ‘3zt they are simply
the firse o2 i what 71 be a
tonaterm ep by stes. drocess
ior uontrming the deveinpment
of swutheric sinokine materials,

tmperizi yvesterday claimed
the ¢n-apead from Hunter as the
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smoke Page 13

st tune thar any  substituie
f <moking material bad received
clearance Jor consumer accept-
ance tests irmm a Government-
apnointed Sody.

Althouzh the company would
anf Inake any claims about the
sufetv. nf their synthetic product
in cizarettes smoked normalily
he humans. Dr. Herbert Bentley.
the company's research and
development director. commented
that laboratory tests showed NSM
tn he considerably less likely to
produce cancer thao natural
tobaceo,

These tests indicate that NSM
contains 1 quarter as much
tar as in tohacco and that this
tar is less biolneically active hy
a factor 2f five. ln theory, there-
Jore. NSV is 20 times less likely
to cause cancer than tobacco
itself and on this basis a ¢igaretie
containtng 20 per cent. NSM
should be 19 per cent. safer than
an equivalent cigarette contain.
ing 108 per cant. tobiucco.

TIMES e{gln

Cigarette
substitute
| tests for
‘smokers

Up t 6,000 smokers xre to
be given the chance in dhe next
few months to test cigarettes
conraining a tobacco substutnre
developed over seven years bv
Imperial Chemical Industries
and Imgerial Tobacco, ann .
biggest cigaretie mapuiacturer
{our [ndustrial Edicor writes).

The Hunter committee, set up
' {0 advise the Governmeat on the

safecy of new smoidng marerials.
nas approved :hese consumer
tests.

Smoker< wviews  will  be
sougne on :he acceptability of
cigarerres coneaining up ro hal/
of a grev shredded matreriai
derived from Finnish waod
pulp. That it a necessary
preiude 10 mass mackenng of
new brands containing appro-
priate mixtures of natural
rooacso ieai anc the substirure

{mperiai Topacco is building
2 £13m facrory ar Ardeer. Ayr-

| shire. [t wiil be completed nexs
. vear, witn an annual output of
., new smoking :naterial of up o
30 mullion 1B (abour a tenth of

e :orai U'nited Kingdom cigar
eue consumption .

fi is swid that research dara.
submitted to the Hunter com:-
mirtee tn secure vificial consem
for consumer acceprance
studies. show taar the materiai
. has only a quarter the amount
" of tar that real tobacco has. and
is ¥ fifth_le<g biologically active
in teems of cancer tests ofr the
skin of mice. The smoke is said
1o have a8 much reduced irvitane
level. ton.

Full details apparently are nor
being released. nor are the rest
guidelines rhat the Hunter com.
. mitgee. wnich comprises maoy
' leading medicai scientists, has
- given to robacco manufacturers

in the interests nf public safery.
That is likely to produce some
criticism from scientists as well
as the anti-smoking lobby.
LI Further details, page 15
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