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Imperial is given first UK
sanction for consumer
tests of tobacco substitute

By Maunice Corina
Industrial Editor

Anglo-American  comuetition
to marker an accepradie to-
bacco substiture for cigarettes
intensified vesterday wnz2a [m-
perial Tobacco anuouncad it
had obtained oificial ciearance
10 iest its materiai on smokers.

A rival United States pro-
duct. Cvural. made b+ the
Ceianesc Corpoeation, nas ve:
to receive conseit for cansumer
reacrion studies by Imperiats
comperitors. Gallaner and Cur-
reras-Rothmans.

Testing gutdalines [aid down
b+ the Government's Hunrter
Committes nn the safeiw of (o-
bacco substitutes are nor Leing
disclosed. even thoughr Im.
perisl’'s marketing exper:s will
over the next f{ew months
degin  consumer  acIz2otance
stugtes  usiug  up to  6.000
smokers tnmun‘mu: Brizaia.

It is understond tha: Gal-
taher, whica has a supp:r con-
tracc with Ceianese. is 0 seek
similar  sanczon.  Cz2ianese’s
limited testing or Crrel among
United Staies smokers nas pre-
sumably not beuen enough for
the Hunter Committee. which
advises Mrs Castle. Secrerary
of Stare for Social Serwices.
and has av jurisaiction outside
thte United Kinzdom.

With rheir eves on valuable.

exnort business as we:l as re-
placing ac feast 10 per cent of
expensive doilar leaf imports,
Imperial s confident that
brands containing its grey sub-
stitute, made ftrom Finnish
wand puip. will be on general
sale by 1976

The original Imperiai Deve-
lopments company, formed to
expioit initial research done by
Imperial Chemical Industries,
has now bLeen renamed New
Smoking Materials Lid. The
snareholding 1s twao tiyirds ICI
and one-third Tmperial. with
the former holding the patents
and the joint concern earning
rovaities on bulk sales.

Production of the 3ritish
material is scheduled to begin
next vear at an [mperial To-
bacco factory bYeing buile at
Ardeer. Ayrshire. at a cost of
£12m. Up tw 30 million Ib
annuaily will be made under
licence from NSM. To date.
[mpersal and ICI lLave jointly
invested £4.5m in rcsearch and
deveiopment. the results of
whicr have been screencd bw
the expert Hunter Committee
for votendal neaith hazaras.

Dr Herbert Bemtiev, Im-
periai’s research dir r. sad
vestercdav: * We believe NSM
is the first substitute smoking
matesial in  the world to
receive clearance for consumer
acceptance studies from 4
government-appointed body

Seven vears of research had
sitowi encouraging results. The
macerial was constderaoly less
in tar content than equivalen:
weights of tobacco, a far with
muca reduced biological activ-
ity. and a less irritant smoke.

Dr Bentlev said cthat it
would not huve been proper to
proceed with obtaining
smokers' reactions without the
Hunter Commitiee assessment
of research datu. That Imperisl
was uow able to mave forward
to this stage in developmenrt of
marketing plans was ‘“ highly
encouraging

* These developments can
clearly be seen as a break-
through fnr British enterprise °
he said. * The sale of NSM in
the United Kingdom could
save valuable foreign currency
and sales to overseas markets
could contribute substantiaily
to improving the United
Kingdom balance of pay-
ments."”

it was Dr Bentev's hope
that the test data could evea
tually be published for the
gener:ll >c1enmn. ccmmum("
But at the present time the
Hunter Committee had re-
quested thatr its saiety guide
lines be kept confidennal.

Mr Sid Duckham, Imoperial’s
marketing director, explained
that resufts of consumer sam-
pling to be taken throughout
the United Kingdom wouid be
evajuated by the end ofi Nov-
ember. The mixture of NSM
with tobacco in cigarertes usea
for the tests will range up rto
50 per cent.

It is wunderstood Imperial’s
present thinking is that. given
satistactory - consumer results.
new Yrands will be developea.
Unlike Cyirel, which has been
treated to give it 2 golden
colour (and 1s therefore a less
simple product for Huater to
evaluate), NSM will be mixed
in with real leaf in its originai
grey form.

Celanese’s rival procuct is
available in grev. but it seems
liopes are pinned 10 marketng
the American suppiement in a
form whereby smokers cannot
tell any ditference. Gallaher
and Carreras are cleariy im-
pressed with Celanese’s strat-
egy in negotiating their five
vear deals to be supplied from
a plant now being buwlt in
Americy. with anotner sche-
duled for Europe as markets
buiid up.

Both NSM and Cyerel are
derived from modified cellu:
fose with wood pulp as the
source. Although the civals
have registered patents—the
ICI-Imperial material is closelv
protected on the heat tredt
ment arrangements—neither
can be certain that dispures
may not arise,

QOther companies are also de-
veloping materials, including
Courtaulds, which avas crit

icized last year for testing:

Planet cigarettes in the Mid-
Jands ahead of Hunter Com-
mittee approval.

NSM has been seat to labor-
atortes in Germany and the
United States for further eval-
uation bv the scientific com-
munity.
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