‘SAFE’ TOBACCO
TO BE TESTED

BY 6,000

By DAVID LOSHAK, Health Services Correspondent

NEW, tasteless and

nicotine-free tobacco

substitute, made of cellulose extracted
from wood-pulp, will be included soon in
cigarettes to be tried out by 6,000 selected

members of the public.

Tests aiready carried out
on mice snow the substitute
tobacco. known as ' New
Smoking Material,” may be
up to 20 Hmes safer thao
tobacco.

Cigaretzes will contain be-
tween 10 and 50 per ceat. of
the substtu’e material.

Ther wiill not be on general
saie at first. bur if they prove
acc2nradl2 0 guinez-pig  con-
sumers. miv de on the market
whin Two o ears. L]

Less irritating

Dr Heoha— Bentiey, researchl
diractnr of  [mperial Tobacco.
wiicn has developed NS M in
cnnjuneT:ns aith Imperial Chemi-
es. =aid yesterday
that it nad desn c'eared for con-
sumer acceprance triails by a
committes of scepnists under
Prof. R. B. Hunter.

NS M is the first substitnte
smoking matermal lo the world
o recewve clearance for oconsu-
mar accexiance studies from a
Government-appointed body,” he
3aid.

Dr Bert'ev said that NSM
3 quarter as much
tar, .weight for weight, as
tobacen. and thac thie rar was
five times less “biologically
aczive.” [t was also ‘ess irmitat- ;
ing to the smoker. '

Although no firm conclusions
could:-be drawn from:laboratory
tests on animals. the indication
is it might be up to 20 times
safer for humans than ordinary
tobacco.

Same satisfaction

Dr Bentley said that NSM
fn cgarettes would aot reduce
the satisfaction smokers already
obrained. " But if the great Bri-
.tish public proves us wrong, then
the £13 million we have in-
vested in our manufacturing
plant wiil be down the drain.”

Imperia! Tabacen said the new
material would be available to
1l agarette prnducers. The
chmpany was not seeking a
manopaiv ~n its sale.

Dr Ber:ilev <aid grest care
wae being raken to ensure rhat

N3EM did not carry new risks
far smaker<. This might be even
more moortant than reducing !
kaawn riexs.

Valuntess consumers will be

given 2040 part-NSM cizarettes
to trv. Thev will be asked to
comment on flavour, smoothness.
strength. draw-<esistance and
appearacce.

Although cizarettes contain-
ing N § M cannot 3o on the mar-
ket undl receiving final
approval from the Hunter Com-
mittee, I[mperial Tobacco and
IC] are wei advanced on
building a £13 million plant to
manufacture it at Ardeer, Ayr-
shire.

It wiil be the world's biggest
produc=r of tobacco substtute
and wiil have an annuat capacity
repre<enu:nz aoout 10 per cent.
aof torai cigaresie consumption
in Brizain,

Orher comvpanies are also
workinz an tobacco substituces.
Carre~as Rothman and Gailaher
have signed contracts with the
Celanese Corparation for its
Cytre!  matesal. made in
America. Courtaulds have de-
veloped a similar materal
from cellulose.

Mr Tom Horet. cheirman of
the National Society of Noo-
Smokers. said official approval
for proceeding with tests of
NSM on humans was unfor-
tunate. * Smoking is a dirty and
dangerous habit and it is a pity
that the Honcer Committee
shouid be willing to compromise
with death.”
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