6,000
smokers
to test
‘safe’
cigarette

8y James Wilkinson

A NEW semi-synthezcs
clgarette made by
Imperial Tobacco is @
be tested by 6.660
smokers throughcu:
Britain.

It 18 sald to be less liseiy
to cautse lung caacer tnan
canventional cizarettes.

The cigarette consists of s
Tuxiure of ordinary lobecco
and “ New Smokicg Matera.
wiich is a form of celliixe
mace from opine :rees.
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Evidence

Tae tomziil'te WAS sar o
w3 vear under Dvelessor
cerr 3. Huynter Vice-Chasz.
or of Bl-m:nzham CTUrnives.

S
Prolessor Hunter said ves:te:
cav 1 " Suostantial additiczal

evidence  will e requied
oefore there is any questian
of markei:ng this Sraduce.

“We gave them -ermissian
for tnis verr lim:ited study
because ae hought it reasen.
aole for tkem w0 find ey
*neiier anvone would amexe
it befare the comoanv spen®
larze sums of mooev on mag-
ing it

Zach gmoker. chosen 87
mandom, %1l pe givea up w 40
cigarewies 0 iry. They will
tien be axked questions apou:
wie taste and feel of ke
cigaretts and whether e
cgaretle would be Bczeptadie
84 A allarnative o @A
normal brand.

The :obacco subsututa s
3Rid 10 produce orly a quasier
of he tar produced 3y an
aquivalen: weight of tovsces.
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By JOHN CUNNINGHAM.
Social Services Correspondent

The first Goverament
approved consurmer tests in this
I Country on cigarettes contaiming;
1 tobacco substitute are to start’
soon.

{ The tria!s are to be carried
iour by the [mpertal Tobacco'
Company and the cigarettes:
|-nul contaia between 10 and 50
' per cent of modified celluloge — |
13 neutral-tasung  supstance !
| ¥h:ich 8rows naturaily in many:
Plants. It is hoped that the
cancer risk to smokers will be
sharply reduced, althougn rthe
company 1s  beinz caulious
i about this.

Dr 3 . :
mmpin;!:?gerarmsg:ged}gvelsﬁ The authontative assessment.
‘mem director. announced yes € how safe the substitute,
Iterday that the Hunter com. t0P3cco is and what protection :¢-
| mittee. a ream of sciennsts set 5:Ve3 3gainst cancer will pe:
: up Dy the Department of Health Made eventually by Lhe Hunter.
110 study the safety and accepta.; COMMittee. But Dr Bentley sand=
1 bility of syathetic cizarertes, hag| SYPeriments on the incidence of !
cieared the way for consumer| 3X!0 cancer in mice had shown!
s tnals. These wiil involve up to that weight for weight, NSM
) 6.000 smokers in all parts of yielded only one quarter of tre
! the country, who wll be mvyeq| 137, Of f00acco; and that the:
' not more than two packets to brological activity of the tar,
i Sampie. produced—-its cancerproducing .
} 13, bael,mey said in London : :;shka;:as only one ffth of,
" We believe that New § N
+ Material {NSM 15 3 nam;m;::g;g Dc Bentley added, however.:
I'tered by the group] is the figst that it would not pe sensible o1
isubs(ituge smoking matena] in |0fec from these findings that
i the world to receive clearance the same results wouid occur'
1 for consumer acceptance studjes ' €SS on people. The question.
“from 2 Governmeat-appointed; Of Whether NSM is euurell! safe :
i body.” . wo:lg be ﬁ.\r Professor Hunter!
I Joint research .1 and his colleagues. i
ipany and ;,;f,e,,'ﬁ 'Chl:enf?c?l‘ In spite of this caulion, the-
tIndustries has so far shown|COMPaOY is makiog & major:
that NSM yieids considerably | iNvestment in the production of!
less tar than an equivaient | Ihe substitute tobacco. It has
| weight of tobmcco. Dr Bentley | 3ifeady spent £4.5 millions on
12ls0 claimed that the tar pro.( fSearch and is opening a £13,
"duced has a2 “greatly reduced ] Millions factory at Acdeer, Ayr-
bloloycal actinty and 3 Jesg | shire.
imitant smoke.”
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