STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 24th May, 1973

TO ALL NO. 1ls OF ASSOCIATED COMPANIZS

SMOEING AND HEALTH

Tobacco Substitute Smoking Materials
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Hecent developments in the above area in tha
have been as follows:-

1. The Sunday Express of 8th April published the
attached article about Courtaulds' plans.

2. Imperial and I.C.I. keld a joint press confersncs
on 21st May. A summary of the national pres:z
coverage given to their announcements at the
press conference is attached together with
selected press cuttings from the Times, Financiz®
Times and Daily Telegraph.

To date Millhark has not teen aske< by the prass
to commernt on ‘these develoopments, but if an enquiz-y cf
this nature is received the following comment will
be made:-

"B.A.T. has been corcermed with non-tcbacco szciking
paterials gince 1962 and before that date wish
homogenised or reconstituted natural tobacco.
B.A.T. has tested tobacco substitute materials

from several manufacturers, using both biologica:
and consumer preference tests, Althouzh most of
the substitute materials tested might be accepszatle
to the smoker wher mixsd in cigarettes with

higher proportions of tobacco, combustidble materials
of this nature are a new departure for the consumer
and it would be misleading the public for any
health claims to be made or implied for them a3
this stage.

As regards modified cigarettes, one of the mos*®
attractive types for the smoker may prove to bz
a combination of smokirg material made from
natural tobacco and a new sheet material which
B.A.T. has developec.

We, ol course, welccme the formatiorn of the Standing

Scientific Liaison Committee under Professor Hunter's
chairmanship and we recogmise the importancs o its
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role in assessing any new products wnich may be
cifered to the smokar."

The sheet material which B.A.T. has devsloped is
cailed SATFLAXE and itz main component is non-combustible
maverial out this, at present, must remain internal
izforzation arnd strictly confidential. I press
erquiries on this mateérial are forthcoming, Millbank
will, therefore, reply that B.A.T. is not wiiling at
tois stage to disclose details of the composition of
this material but it will, in due course, be submitting

igarettes cortaining the material to the tests which
will be recommended by the Standing Scientirfie Liaison
Cczmitcee appointed by the Govermment.
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