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A:  UHATIONAL

1416 3Safer smokes war opens

All national newspapers except the ifornin tar, gave extensive coverage
to Imperial Tobacco's announcement (1410, 1412) of the production of New
Smoking Material in commercial quantities and the company's plan to build
a £10m factary at irdeer, Ayrshire, leports noted th.t all sales of

"M in DBritain and oversea: will be handled by Imperial Developments, a
company formad jeintly by ICT and Imperial Tobacco. This company will
alao be responsible for the further development and exploitation of NSM,

A spckesman for Imperinl Tehacco was quoted in mcst roports as saying
that he believed thai there would be considerable world demand for SM
tut he could nnt see nntural tebacco being displaced in the forseeable
tuture, iie vxplained that the c¢ompany would introduce WF1 in mixtures
of up to 20 with natural tobaceo in cigarettes already rroduced by the
grenp, and esch packet weculd carry a description of whot the cigarette
contained. Dr. U.it., Eentlev, research d‘rector for Imperial Tobacco
was 2lco quoted in many reports Aas saying that the substitute tobacco
had at:ut a quarter cof the tar yield of ordinary tobaccos although much
fenended on how it wag hlended and riltered, He pointed out that the
nature of the M tar made its carcinosenic properties and irritancy
fivn times luunr than the ncrmal tobacco tars.

Tourtaulds plinsto test carkes its flanet brapd in Geptember (1155) and
F“r. Alec 3haw's seawee: cigarerttes (1215) were mentioned in some reports.
ir, unwoody's sceptical reactinn (1410) and bir. Alistair Mackie's comment
welcouing anything that reduced *he smokers' intuake of tar were also in-
ciuded,

e Ginrdian @nive the news 2ditorizl comment amd gala that il the aew
tcbacco substitute passe:t the Govecnment's tests tien a major step would
have teen taken in imrraving the jui:lie's health, It noted that last
year 30 of male deaths and 40, of remalc -lesths frem lung cancer between
the sxes af 35 and 79 were attributainle to cigrrettes. siven the profit
that tsbacer cnmpanies have maje in the past, the main re.vet is that

it has taken so lon= for them ta praduce a substitute. i'he company
accounta for twa-thicde of the iarket but Lt believes that the max%mum
asunt of tobaceo subatitute it could use in one brind would be 200..

To use it in larper quantities, t.e company believes, would be to force
rcople to switch brands.  The tiov -vnment should examine this claim closely.

The Times puhlished a lensthy article by laurice Corima called 'liilestone
on the rosd to a smoking revclution®,analysins the various vroblems that
the company producing substitute tobacco may have to resolve, such as
~ensumer acceptability 2and taxation. The article, based mainly on the
I7I- Imps and Unurtaulas resesrrches, notes that even if smokers accepted
what looked a promisins mixture, much depended on the skill of 'the pro-
~a3tion that has traditionally distinsuished one brand from another.

~omment in some city ¢~'.mns sneculated sbout fresh growth in cigar~tte
~anufacturing, and not only for Imperial. Sever.:]l of the more popular
caners published casual interview opinions on cigareties mate with NSM.
These ranced from the enthusiastic to the unfavourable.
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