‘Imps to build

£10m. factory

® DIPERIAL TOBACCO < to
build a £10m. factory in Scotland
to make a woodpulp-hased
tobacco substitute. (Paxe 14 1t
was also revealerd yosterday that
lwips ‘has bouzht 3a 11.52 per
cent.  stake  in  Glenlivet
Distilleries for £1.7m.  Paze 33
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Imps to

for mbﬁsﬁﬁmte

BY DAVYID WALKER

IMSERIAL TOBACCO, Britain's
h.:zest tabacco company with
ahnut K7 por cent of the UK.
cisarette market, is to build 2

J€10n. faztarey in Scotland {nr the
‘farnduction of a woodpulip-based
Jtahaceo substitare.

t Tne m3ve Cinany after seven

reserrent by Imps ia
a 1th Impertal
Industries. It means
dal. suajeet 1o Goverament
clearanze  on hralth grounds,

cizarettes conizimine what the
company calls New Smoking
Material shauld be widely on
gale tn Britain from 1973, Toat
marketing could possibly begin
next ycar.

The factory, in a special deve.
!npment area at Ardeer Ayr-
sitire. 3z first will tura out ahout
10.000 ions, or 22.4m. pounds of
New Smoking Material a yrar.
which compares with 216,
pounds of eizarettes now con-
swmerd each vear in this country.

It is unlikely. however, that
cigarettes made wholly or largely
of New Smoking Material, will
appear {or a lonzg time, if at all.
Instead. Imps intends to produce
cigarcttes, including some uaoder
existiny brand Bamnes such as
Embassy or Players. containing
up to 20 per cent. of the
material.

Long term

In addition, it is to offer New
Smoking ‘Material to other
cigarette companies in this

countr: and abroad on a commer-
cial basts.

The Avrshire plant, which will
be on land bought from ICI's
organics division, will employ
about 200 people and have room
for expansinn.

The possibilities of other
plants in Britain and licensing
agreerments with overseas cnm.
panies are already being con-
sidered on a long term basis.

Although Imperial Tobacco, a
tubsidiary of the Imperiat Group,
is the first maior tohacce com-
pany to announce advanced plans
for the production of cigarettes
containing synthetic material, its
new products wili not he the first
of their type on the British
marsct.

Courtaulds has also been work-
ing oo the develnpment of syn-
thetic smoking materials bur.
unlike ICI, not In asseciation
with a tehacco manufacrurer, 1t
has plans to test market ils
Planct brand in the Coventry
area in the autuma.

The Scottish  Co-operative
Society, shortly due tn merge
with  Co-operative Wholesale
Society, is involved in 2 company
fa Scotland—Shaw Smokers Pro-
ducts—which  produces non-
tobacen cigarettes for esale In
Seandinavia.

The Imps-ICI rescarch pro-
gramme has becn carried out
by a joint compaay, Imperial
Developments. in which Imps has
a ope-third stake aod ICI two-
thirds,
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Mr. R. A, Garrett (right), chairman and managing dir

T

of Imperial Tobacco, and Mr. R. S. Wrizht, a doputy
chairmon of ICI.

About £3m. has been spent,
plus £500,000 put -in by ICI
during the two years before it
linked with Imps. The researen
budget this vear alone rupns to
more than £1m.

ICI is not putt!zg money into
the Scottish factory, but the
marketing of New Sinokinz
Material will be baodled by
Imperial Developments, whica
will take a 10 per cenl royally
on sales.

The material—cellulose in
common wilth the man coa-
stitucnt of tobacco leal~-is Bbico-
tine free and is claimed to have
only a quarter of the tar yield
of tobacco oo a weigdt for weigbl
compatisuo,

Tests on animais. 1t is claimed,
have sugiested tbat the tar has
only one-filth the carcozenic
properties of tar from tobacco.
The irritancy factor is aiso said
to be lower.

Taxation

The cost of the material Is put
at much the same as tobacco,
thouzh this is something whic
eould clearly alter as the pnice
relationship between wondpuls
and tooacco chanees. AT prescii
there is a shartaze of gnnd
quality Huc-cured tobacco and
€OS'3 are riyng,

I'rices of the cigareites cnn.

taining the material will depend -

most on taxation decisinns., The
Treasury has Indicated that
syothetic smokiug materials wiil
be taxed at the same hich rate
as natural tobacco, but it is
possible that healtb considera.
tions will lead the Government
to discriminate ig {avour of gcw
materialy,

The whole question of
synthetie smoking materials is
being considered by the special
advisary committee, conceraed

srimarily with health &t
up in March by Sir FKen
Secretary for Sac:al Ser
araded by  Proiscsn:

Huoter, vice-chan
Birmingham Univernts

The enmmittee cnuid rtenns:
befare the end ol e yuar ;

‘League table’ !
The priimary consideratinn !
the produetinn of synthetic smak.
Ing materials to an cxtent is not
the health fagtor, hut the ancent.

Already, special bic
tnhacens and the use -7 !
eflicicnt filters can alnn-t+
ate tar, at least irom ¢
as is shown hy thase hra

e 10D of the Cover:
ucod *learue tabie
nicoting contents publis .u.J h
month. .

Low-tar cigarettes, howewer, .
can be difficult for the smrier,
to draw on and for thar and ot~
reasons are thoucht unfizely ever
o find mass sales.

Aceardine  to Tmve
nrobliems are Jarnely
wiily the sa of No .
slaterial comisined \\nh [

Dr. John Dunwnady,
crneral of Achinn o
ant Health, «
daget is that atever ©
is smaked niany of the s iow,.
T 10 the saae,

* Beeause many smokers sinoke
mnore when they ewiteh tn -
tar and low nicatine contest
cigarettes, there is a possihiliry
that the widespread usn af this
new material could tncreiase smag
of the hazards. ’

“Thorr it nn euch thine e =
safe civarette apd nope ved e
ever he. The andyv arlduies b2
we can give, especuily ta the
youne, !s that they avoid smok.
ing entircly.”

Sce Men and Matters, Page 18 !
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