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13t Decercer, 1972

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL
TO ALL NO. l1s OF ASSOCIATEZ COMPANIZES

SMOKTING AND HEALTH

Sizce our last circulz> there have Deen two developments
of coasiderable interest:-

1. Results of experiments carried outv a:f the Jesearch

Institute of the Germar Cigarette Izdustry.

Or 21st November the Jirector of toe Instizute,
P-ofessor Dr. W. Donteawill, released the -2sults
of these experiments to the German press azi a
copy of a translatior of the press release is
enclosed. As will be noted, it covers twc .Large
scale series of experizents on arima's; oze, Dainting
aice with condensate, the other getting ha-sters
©o inhale whole szmoke. It also trovides soze
acéitioral comments oz Dr. E.P. Zarke's exgeriment
iz tre field of passive smoking, whica was the
subject of our previous circular of 7%h November.

T=~e full results cf the two anizmal experizazts havs

not yct been pubiisned in scientilic jourmals and
consequently no exserzal comzent OL Or poszible
criticism of them is yev availabia. Iz our view,
nowever, the findizgs wbich are ol sa-ticular importance
are:-

(a) The gas/vapour pzase is szowr o be izactive
in both experizents.

(3) The inhalation experiment produced no tumours
in the lungs of the hamsters (althouza tumours
in the laryrnx were produced).

(c) In both experimerts sheet recomstitutad by certain,
but not all, prccesses was dezonstratad as
being less biologically active than natural
tobacco.
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(d) PFilver cigarettes were shown to de less
biologically acvive %han plain cigarettes -
with acetate filters producing the least
activity. To a large extezt this is
prooab-y attributable to an overall reduc ion
in the particulate smoke intake,

(e) The addition of soéium nizrats, iz both
experiments, achieved a significart reduction
in biological activity.

(£) Both whole smoke and condensate were snown ©o
be promoters rather than izitiators.

(g) No other diseases (e.g. heart disease) were
produced by the inhalation experiment.

Information contained in tze press release is

now, of course, public knowledge. If No. ls wish

0 make use c¢f this information in the lizht of

their local circumstances, would they pleass make
clear, as set out in the second paragrarh of this

‘rcula: thet the [ull results ¢ the two animal
experiments have not yet been pu:ilished in scientilic
journals.

Tha commercial and scianvili:z lications

o these findings are ﬁL**e“,;/ undéar considerat

in Milibank and No., ls will be kazcT touch wit
dzvelopaents.

Suzar contant of cirarentas

In a programme iz the "Tomerrow's wcorid" series
or 3.3.C. telavision on 15tn Novezder, tTrze theor7y
was put forward that sugar contezns ratiaeX Tth tas

say well be tiae most harmful elezent iz cigarettes.

It was postulated that the lung carncer rates were
nigher in Bri%ain thar in the U.S.A. arnd France,
pecause Britigh cigarettes are macde ol flue-cured
tobacco with a higher sugar content than the
ailr-cured tobacco which is used in substantial
rroportions in Frencn and Azerica= oigarsttes.

Tais theme was further developed iz the enclosed
article in the Sunday Times on 1Sth November,

Thereafter Dr. Fenner, to whom amongst otiers the

ar~ticle refers, was interviewed or Raéio 4 on 22rc

November. In this interview he ac=ittec that

thae theory was "very ill-substanziaved sc far”
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He acded that the theory bhad a long way to so

before it could be accepted and might well be wrong.
There is reason to believe, however, that t:ie
Sunday Times may be planning to publish its.own
league tables for cigarettes, one based on tvar

ané nicotine content and the other on sugar

content. I< is also thought not unlikely tzat it
will recommend to the smokers among its reacers

to pay attention to the sugar rankings ratzasr than
the tar rankings.

As regards the sicnificance of sugar cornters in
cigarettes, the Tobacco Research Council nas been
associated with research in this area for a2 zumber
of years ard in its view the evidence on this part-
icular prodlem is inconclusive,

It is urderscood that the Department oi Eeel <!
Socizl Services in the U.X. will, if it recsei
encuiries, be stating that "the evidence on sugar
so far is inconclusive'., T.R.C. will be Zcll

the same lize but being careful to emphasi:

stance, i comment becomes necessary.

G.C. HARGRCVZE

Encs.
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