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Druft Jeotter

Sir,

In his report for 1969 on tho state of tha pulilic health, the Chisf Medical
Officar roforred o the number of deaths which he :iiributad to smoking and ‘claimed
that "on rensonable assumptiona about the main g:- ups of such deaths {rom lung
cancar, chronic bronchills and ischacmic heart dizcase, somae 80, 000 premature
probably occur in England and Wales cach year™. In the report on Smoking and
Health just jasued by tho Department of Hoealth and Socfal Security, it is estimated,
on the hasis of certain detailed assumptions which almost cartainly result in an over-
eatimato, that this flgurc is not 80, 006, but 63,500.

In their report, Smoking and Health Now, published early in 1971, a Committee

of the Royal College of Physicians devoted Apperdix A to the economlc consequances
of a reduction Ia cigarcite smoking, and claimed thnt "there is littla doubt that in

this country thare would be a largﬁ credit balance” if cigarette smoking wers eliminated.

The new report on Smoking and Health shows also that, when the full effects are

realised, roductions of 20% and 40% in cigaretts smuking would have the aconomic
consequencs of substantiaily increasing the costs of tho health and social security
sarvicos. :

Slnca the accuracy of the statements by the Chief Medlcal Officer and the
Committce of tha Royal Callege of Physicians, mada with the full weight of these
authorities, could oot bo checked at tho time they were published, however '
much one might suspect their accuracy, it is only right to record tbeir l.mccurncy,
when the ovidancs docs become available, ia order to prevent {uture repetitions
of Inaccurate but apparently authoritative statemauts. I imagine that the authorities

concernad will concur in this.
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