
Dr:iftTotter

In hisreport for1969 on tho stateofthepul;llchealth,theChiefMedical

omear referred Lathe number of deaths %%,hlchhe :tltributedto smoking and'claimed

that"on rensonableassumptions about the main C:-itpaof such deathsfrom lung

cancer, chronicbronchitisand ischaemic heart some 80,000 premature

probablyoccur In England and Wales each year". Tiithe report on Smokinstt

Health justIssuedby ther)epartmentof Healthand SocialSecurity,itinestimated,

an thebasis of certaindetailedassumptions whlch tlmostcertainlyresultIn an over-

satimto, thatthinfigurelm6not 80.00(@but 63,500.

In theirreport,Smokinitand HealthNow piil.)IlshodearlyIn 1971, a Committee

ofUis Royal College of Physiciansdevoted Appeidi-.,:A tothe economic consequences

ofa reductionIn cigarettesmoking. and claimed L@.at"there LalittledoubtthatIn

thlocountrythere would be a laM creditbalance"ifcigarettesmoking were eliminated.

The now reporton Smoking and Healthshows alsotti-it,when the fulleffectsare

raiLlIaed,reductionsof 20% and 40% Incigaretteamrikingwould have theeconomic

consequence of substantiallylncreasin%the costsof the healthand socialsecurity

services.

Sincethe accuracy of the statementsby the ChiefIdediciiOfficerand the

Committee of theRoyal Cillap of Physicians,made with tl,,efullweightof these

author4tLes.could notbe checked at the time theywere published,however

much one might suspecttheiraccuracy, ItIs onlyrightto record theirInaccuracy,

when theevidence does become available,imorder to prevent fULurerepetitions

of Inaccuratebutapparentlyauthoritativestatematita.I imagine thattheauthorities

concerned willconcur Inthis.
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