
52h Government action on smoking

Governmentactionon =oking was covered in all the nationaldailies
with headlines emphasizingva7@iousaspects of the question. Some were
on the smoking "safrbtycode" theme, others mentionedrestrictionson
cigaretteadvertising,and two touched on dangers from =oking. The
articleswere essentiallybued on Sir Keith Josephtsstatement.
John Stevensonin the DailyMail said that the firstleague tablepre-
pare@ by the Goverment Chemist, Dr. Harold Egan, was expected next '
Februar,l. The ScientificL4AaisonCommittec's report was mentioned in
most of thepapers,with extractsfrom it (mainl,.rabout groupingof
brandsor adviceto smokers)in three of them. The Daily Telegraph
was the only naoer to mention the second report publishedyesterdayby
the Department@f Health, on the health and social securitycosts of
smoking. John Kemp, the writerof the article,lookingonly as far
ahead as 1981, noted the ontimisticforecasts about savings and imaroved
productivitywhich the report envisagesin the relativelyshortterm.
The tobacco industry'spart in the Committee was mentioned,but not
stressed,in severalpapers. JotinCunningham, in the Guardian, noted
the Secretaryof State'sreferenceto the extentof the industry'srole
in its discussions.
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