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TO ALL NO. 1s OF ASSOCIATED COMPANIZES

SMOKING & HEALTH

With reference to my circular of the 2¢zh
Marcz, the situation in the U.K. has now beex
further clarified by recent developments.

After the Nabarro bill passed the CommiIzszae
Stage, Si- Keith Joseph, in his capacity as
Secrztary of State for Social Services, set down
on th2 Notice Paper extensive amendments and new
clauses to the bill. The efisct of these was
to bring the provisions of tha2 bill into lirsa wich
the voluntary agreement betweer the U.X. incustry
ard the Government, as descrided iz my circular.
Sir Gerald Nabarro then addeé pis name in support
of tre new amendment, and clausges, feeiing nc
doubt that this was his best hope oi achieving
legislation of any xind.

Tne 2ill wes then debated in the Eouse of
Commons or 23rd April, 30th April anéd 7th Mery unsil
on txa last occasion it expired through lack of time.

t caz safely be assumed that the bill is now dead.

Throughout the debates Eir Keith Josepk
maintained his original position of being orzosed
to legislation and in this conmection he sail
"The Government do not regard the bill as necessary.
We regard the voluntary agreement as bound to be
effective. We do not think that it is semsidle to
impose or a willing industry a superfluous statute,
with all the apparatus of controls and pensl<ies
whickh that involves”.

At the conclusion of the debate on May 7th
the U.X. industry, through the Tobacco Advisory
Committe=, announced that it would implement without
delay the terms of the voluntary agreement. These
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