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The visit was %icr% 6ell orc2r4sL-d b@ Fr%.2n Sirrcsor and Antoinette
C o rt i Thc- a tniosphere of the SM21 I c@r ca r,i s E '@i c.r @Croariration

chart attached is enthus ia s t ic a nc I ta s ,rr@.-rr=s sed-both with
the individual staff and wit@ the scope of

It is clearly richt that Millbank and Operatinc Corpanies should
use INFOTAB as m-uch as poss ible and eliminate @Up]iC2tion. It
must be recognised, however, that despite o%-c-ralisirr,4[larities
of activity with the GR&DC smol@ing and health team, and the
Millbank PA Department, there are some areas where the similarity
is onlv surface deep. For example, the analyst in charge of
INFOSERIES is aued 25, has a degree in lanouaoes and has been
with INFOTAB just one Yrzar. She writes impressive abstracts
of current sc4.entific papers which she selects as beina worthy
of distribution to Member companies and NMA'S. She does not
rely just on the authors' abstract, but scans the article
fo r points of major rele%,ance. She is not, howc-ver, a scientist
and we cannot expect her to interpret ell articles in the
way than an experienced tobacco scientist would do.

My @nitial temptation, therefore, to try to reduce the work of
the GR&DC team by reprintinq articles from ]@4FOSEPIES must
be tempered with the fact that we have somewhat different
objectives, ie the specialist CAC research laboratories and
BATUO functions as opposed to overseas NMA'S.

Whac is important is that we ensure:

a That our OperatinQ Companies receivinc the lt;FOTAB
informatior, without undue delay frorp.the tiMA's or
lead companies.

(b) That Public Affairs, Millbank '.likewise prccess
the 114FOTAB infortration fcr Circul2-.ion tc those
Operating Companies th2t do nct 3,e'Lhave an
effective trade associa-.'Ion.

The computer-based information ttc.-r?cE-ane rE-trie%-,-l s.N.sterr

is now well under way; there e!-.@I()"(?Eb!*r@cts in *,hE-system
and between 100 and 200 new ort@-@ arE- tjeinc ;.,dded "onth@.%,.
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The main sut,

'

iects covered are Tayal,.ion.. Leo4 Slat ion,. Prirr-E!ry

Hea1th , F,as@ivE- Smol@in(i and Third World Issues. B f;T is to

be the first Vember cor-,pari),to ha%,e on-I ine acces s to the
data base (taraet mid 1984). It must be recognised that the

d.ata base will, of necessity, cover current and future
informat.i on , rather then past material.

P2ss ive Srioki no

I discussed with Bryan Simpson the propos2l that 114F(@TAB
s houl d initi atE and fund 2 m2 jor invest-ioat ion iritc)r)assive
smoki nc I made the followino comments o r! 'Lh@-draft croposals
to be considered bv the Advisor.%. Comrri,LteE or 20 Feoruary:

1. Grea+l care must be given to identif% an

area , or areas , of work that are Iikel3,
to produce sound new data to counter

the ever growina number of anti-smoking
based studies t@at are being published.

If the work, is tolal 1v arms lengt.h, industry

will not be able to prevent publication of
any adverse findings.

2. The recently published book "ETC - Environmental
Tobacco Smoke" by P%Ilarider et al, loo@.s to be
an excellent vehicle to proniote some cood
scientifically established facts about

sidestream/ambient smoke.

We must first ensure tnat M2XiMUM use is made
of this throughout the world. Second, we must

ensure that any future study builds on.the
basis al ready establi shed.

3. In similar vien, much more use should be made

worldwide of the Australian video film on
passive smoking "Beyond All Reasonable Doubt".

4. It is important to have Members on the

Worki no Pa rty who are fUl 1v E->'.PErienced in
the scientific and leoal aspects procramrre:

I think it is not so necesS2rN- at this staoe

to have a stronu in-put from Publ ic @.ffairs.

I feel it has scientifir creL4ibiIi t %, E n -i i c@

sufficiently clear for the la%,mer,-r nor.-Ey,,,lerz

t o un d e rs t a n d . 4avin(i spent more thz!n E]OO,000
on th film, it seems tracic the', !;o Iitt Ie -.)F@

has been made of it to date.
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Smok ino and Hc-altti

I was invited to give a tall- to all staff on the c:urrent BAT
approach to smokina and health, ie concentration o-n amolalies...
and controversy rather than low delivery products.

BAT

I was aive?r the ver%- C lEa r understandi nc bv Bryan Simpson

that BAT pla% leac-inc role in the of INFOTAB. At

dinner in the evenina, flerv Covinaton independently stated

this view. [She said in passina ihat she wished Philip Morris
had such a good PA team.]

L C F BLACKMAN

20 February 1984

CC Mr R L 0 Ely
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