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The visit was very well orgenisecd by Fryven Simpsor enc Antoinette
Corti. The atmosphere of the smel) crgariseticr [cragsnisetion
chart attached), isc enthusiastic anc 1 wes mpressed both with
the individual staff and witk the scope of e¢tivities,

It is clearly right that Millbenk and Operetinc Companies should
use INFOTAB as much as possible and eliminate duplication, [t
must be recognised, however, that despite overeli similarities
of activity with the GR&UC smoking and health team, and the
Millbank PA Department, there are some areas where the similarity
is only surface deepr. For example, the analyst in charge of
INFOSERIES is aged Z5, has a degree in languages and has been
with INFOTAB just one vear. She writes impressive abstracts

of current scientific papers which she selects as being worthy
of distribution to Member compenies and NMA's. She does not
rely just on the authors' abstract, but scans the article

for points of major relevance. She is not, however, & scientist
and we cannot expect her te interpret 211 articles in the

way than an experienced tobacco scientist would do.

My initial temptetion, therefore, to try to reduce the work of
the GR&DC team by reprinting egrticles from INFOSERIES must

be tempered with the fact thet we have somewhat different
objectives, ie the specialist CAC research laboratories and
BATLo functions as opposed tco overseas NMA's.

whac is important is that we ensure:

(a) That our QOperating Companies receivinc the INFOTAR
informaticn without undue delay from the NMA's or
lead companies.

(b) That Public Affsirs, Millbank, likewice precese
the INFOTAB informaticn fcr circulation to those
Operating Companies thet do nct yet heve an
effective trade associetien.

The computer-based informetior ztcrege and retrievel system
is now well under wey; there ers 1000 ghetrects in the svstem
and between 100 angd 200 new onec are beincg 2¢ded monthly,
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The mein subjects covered are T2xation, Leaislation, Primery
Health, Fassive Smoking and Third World lssues, BAT ig to
be the first Member company tc have on-line access to the
data base (target mid 19824), It must be recognised that the
data base will, of necessity, cover current and future
information, rather than past meterial.

Passive Smoking

I discussed with Bryan Simpson the proposzl that INFOTAB
should initiate and fund @ mejor investigztior into passive

smokinc. ] made the followino comments or the draft proposals

to be considered by the Advisory Committee or 20 february:

1. Great care must be given to identify an
area, or areas, of work that are likely
to produce sound new data to counter
the ever growing number of anti-smoking
besed studies that are being published.

If the work is totally arms length, industry
will not be able to prevent publication of
any adverse findings. ’

2. The recently published beook “ETC - Environmental
Tobacco Smoke" by Pvlander et al, looks to be
an excellent vehicle to promote some oood
scientifically established facts about
sidestream/ambient smoke.

We must first ensure tnat maximum use is made
of this throughout the world. Second, we must
ensure that any future study builds on the
basis already established.

3. In similer vien, much more use should be made
worldwide of the Australian video film on
passive smoking "Beyond All1 Reasonable Doubt".

4, It is important to have Members on the
Working Party who are fully experienced in
the scientific and legal &sspects procramme:
I think it is not so necessery et this stage
to have a strong in-put frem Public &Lffeirs.,

1 feel it has scientific credibility end i<
sufficiently clear for the levmen C°r nor-expert
to understand. Having spent more then £100,000
on th film, it seems tragic thet co ltittle use
has been made of it to date.
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Smokine and Health

1 was invited to give a talk to all staff on the current BAT

approach to smoking and health, ie concentration on amolalies -

and controversy rather than low delivery products. v

Re

"

EAT

1 was aiver the very cleer understandinc by Bryan Simpson

that BAT plays & leacdinc role in the zffairs of INFOTAB. At
dinner in the evening, Mery Covinoton independently stated
this view. [She said in passina that she wished Philip Morris

had such 2 cood PA team.]

hpFrtm—

L C F BLACKMAN

20 February 1984

CC MrRLO Ely
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