
tonearch and Development

In 1985, responsibility for Group tobacco R&D was reallocated
nor* appropriately among the CAC companies, and IL&D Southampton
became a department of BATUXE. BATCO in responsible for the
co-ordination of the Group's tobacco research resources and
programme.

Several important initiatives aia*d at increasing the
co-ordination of the six Group R&D Cantres have beta ispiesented:
all projects or* systematically filed on a database and the
reporting of progress (both written and via technical workshops)
bas increased markedly. It is now possible to identify and
control effort allocation across the full span of Group projects.

The Group Research Programme has been agreed at the Research
Conference and has the following priorities:

I) improvement of snake subjectivt quality. S&V hay&
opened up several important approaches including asuonia
treatuents, reconstituted tobaccos, special leaf $radon
and casing troatuents. The use of tobacco
processinX/caning treatuents to improve poor quality

(often indigtaous) leaf will assume increasing
importance in SATCA cospanies

ii) flayourttastosadifierres*arcb.IATCYIdentify
Importantroutesto tastemodifiersincludingharshness
reductionandSousaCruz,through3ovalan,are exploring
fruitextractsas potentialflavourimproversforSATC*
products.

III)
isprovesentof physicalqualityof cigarettes,
particularlyas tobaccousage Is reduced.
Identificationof consuserstandardsof acceptancewill
be important;ueansof increasingpuffnuaborand ash
characterare beingexplored

Iv) costr&4uction. four principalstrategieswillbe
pursued:vast& tobaccoutilisationthroughnovel

extrusiontechniques;expandedtobaccoinclusion;save
to loverdensitycigarettes;low costfiltermaterials

v) reductionof the nuisanceaspectsof smoking.

Increasingly,meanswill be @oughtof linkingIIATC*companies
to the appropriatesourceof technologyin the six IL&Dcontras*
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