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THE INTERNATIONATL, COMMITTEE ON SMOKING ISSUES

ORIGINS OF ICOSI

In June 1977, on the initiative of Imperial Tobacco, an
Industry meeting took place at Shockerwick House outside
Bath. It comprised the Chief Executive Officers, together
with senior officers, of the following Companies:-

(i) B.A.T.
(ii) Pnilip Morris
(iii) R.J. Reynolds
(iv) Imperial Tobacco '
(v) Rothmans International
(vi) Recemtsma

(vii) Gallaher

The meeting was convened to determine whether the Industry,
in the face of increasing pressures from anti-smoking bodies
around the world, could reach a common identity of purpose
and thercfrom determine a united approach to possible future
action. Despite initial scepticism concerning the likelihood
of agreement, the principals of the Companies attending re-
cognised the urgent need for concerted Industry action. A
Position Paper, a draft of which had been prepared by BAT and
Philip Morris prior to the meeting, was adopted with minor
amendments and it was agreed that Companies, having advised
their own affiliates, should promote its acceptance through
national associations.

The 'moeting also agreed to set up three Working Groups to
cover the following areas:- . , . ‘
(i) Smoking Behaviour {chaired by BAT)
(ii) Medical Rescarch  {chaired by Imperial)

(iii) Social Acceptability of Smoking
' ' (chaired by R.J. Reynolds)
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At this initial meeting it was agreed that in future the group
of seven Companies, when meeting in this context, would be
known as the International Committee on Smoking Issues. .
Agreement was also reached to hold a further meeting in !
Lausanne in November 1977 when the three Working Groups
would be expected to report their findings.

2. LAUSANNE MEETING : NOVEMBER i11/12, 1977

At this November meeting minor revisions were made to the
Position Paper (see Appendix I) but, more importantly, it

was agreed that this paper should be tabled as each Company's
own position with trade associations. No indication was to

be given that it was the result of mutual agreement within the
Industry.

It was further agreed that the Working Group on Smoking
Behaviour should be disbanded; the other two Working Groups
were charged with looking further into.certain of the Behavioral
Group's recommendations.

However, the key decision taken in respect of ICOSI's future
was that the main thrust of ICOSI action should be in the area
of public smoking.

The Social Acceptability Working Group made a number of
recommendations and were charged with exploring these
further, both in terms of feasibility and cost. In addition

to the tasks reassigned to the two Working Groups, the meeting
formed three Task Forces to determine the Industry's attitude
towards the following:-

(i) Product Liability

(ii) The forthcoming Swiss Referendum proposing
- the banning of tobacco products' advertising

(iii) The Consumer Consultative Council of the
EEC and its proposals to limit cigarette
promotion and advertising.

A further meeting was set for Hamburg in March 1978.

[&»]
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3. HAMBURG MEETING : MARCH 9/10, 1978

At this meeting agreement was reached on a number of
critical issues. The meeting determined:~

(i) that ICOSI had a significant and therefore
consequently long-term role to play in the
future of the Industry.

(ii) That a permanent Secretariat should be
established as soon as possible so as to
foster and progress the policies and pro-
grammes agreed by ICOSI.

(iii) That ICOSI should be given a legal entity
with its own Charter and Articles of
Association.

(iv) That ICOSI would consider enlarging its
original membership by electing Associate
Members if other free enterprise companies
made application to join (the Articles of
A ssociation would preclude the membership
of Monopolies and those Companies in which

4 principal companies held more than a 25%

interest).

(v) That ICOSI would formalise its activities
through a Board of Governors (up to three
members per company with each company
having the right to one vote) and through
an Executive Committee, to whom decision
making powers would be delegated, provid-
ing unanimous agreement was reached.
(Representation would be one member per
company. Mr. C.H. Stewart Lockhart was
elected Chairman of the Executive Committee).

(vi) That all costs incurred by ICOSI would initially
be borne on a one-seventh basis by the original
members, pending a decision reqarding the
terms under which Assogjate membership
would be determined.

(vii) . That ICOSI's main activities should be con-
centrated in the social/political arenas.

(viii) That ICOSI itself should not become involved
in medical/scientific research. (Whilst
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the Medical Research group was maintained
in being its main role in future would be to
provide a discussion forum for Industry
scientists).

Under Mr. Stewart Lockhart's chairmanship the Executive
Committee was asked to agree by June 1st next the ICOSI
Charter, its Terms of Association and to make a recommend-
ation in respect of where the Secretariat should be located.
The Executive Committee was further charged with selecting
and appointing the Secretary~General with a view to his taking
up his appointment by September 1st next.

It was proposed that the Board of Governors would set and
agree ICOSI policy and would ratify recommendations made
to it from the Working Groups and Task Forces, which it will
establish to look into specific areas of concern.

The Secretariat would progress on a day-to-day basis ICOSI's
activities and would provide an administrative and back-up
resource. Through the Secretariat ICOSI would initiate a
programme of activities that would be implemented through
the national associations.

CURRENT ISSUES

Pending the establishment of the ICOSI Secretariat the follow-
ing activities are currently being progressed through the
Working Groups and Task Forces:-

(i) Drafting an Industry Position Paper on
Public Smoking.

(ii) Investigation of the possibility of spon-
soring an International Conference on
Public Smoking.

(iii) Planning for a meeting of the National
Trade Associations - ghis to be held
once ICOSI has a formal and legal entity
and the Secretariat has been appointed.

(iv) Conducting an international standardised
, information survey (in 11 countries) into
the social acceptability of smoking.

(v) Determining the methodology for the
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(vi)
(vii)

(viii)

APPENDIX I

APPENDIX II

APPENDIX III

measurcment of levels of Nitrosamines,
carbon monoxide, nicotine and other i
constituents in ambient air.

Determining action in respect of the
Industry's response to the EEC Comm-
ission's proposed anti-smoking activities.

Agreeing what action the Industry should
take with regard to the Third WHO Confer-
ence on Smoking and Health to be held in
Stockholm in the Spring of 1979.

Study the feasibility of:

(a)  An international advertising
campaign;
(b)  Researching smoker/non-smoker

attitudes;

(c) Researching smoker/non-smoker
attitudes towards "risks and
nuisances".

Revised ICOSI Position Paper - November 1977
.

List of ICOSI Principals and Members of the

Executive Committee

: Company Responsibiliﬁes

31st March, 1978
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: . - APPENDIX 1 *

POSTITION PATER

~

1. Medical Controversy

We acknowlede:: that there 1s controversy over many aspects of the
genaral probiem ui smoking and health. ‘"Theve is disagreeacnt among
edical experts as to whether the reported associations betwaen
smoking ~ud various diseases are causal or not. Accordingly, there
5 z continuing nved for further research into the causes of such
diceases and v vemains our pollcy to support such research. 7o be
aftective 1ir iz denjrable that the tebuacco industry as a whole is
geen ¢o be responsible and, within its area of competenze, authori-

ative. Horeover, we believe it is better to spealk as an 11dustry
-wiLh cae voick on such matters and that this can often best be N
accoaplicnad by nztional associations of manufacturers. In this
ccnnectin: we Lelieve it important that the industry assure that
all appropiiace maenbers are kept advised of pertinent sc1enti£1c,
polirical, uOCia] &nd other developments.

2. Sozlsl Avareness, Rﬂﬁponsibility and the Scrial Acceptabllity of Smoking

Bzcatse there iz general sensitivity in respect of our produccs per se,
ve should at all times be particularly vigiiant in ensuring that we
remain beyond reproazh concerning the ordinary duties and obligatlons
we owe both our con<uuers and our werkers. '

e S LT

9

14

. WhilsL the cpponentes of smoking use emotional arguments rather than
scientific facts in their attempts to make smoking socially unacceptable,
we Dust ensure that we never knowingly misiead our consumers who sust
Lelieve that as nanufacturers at all tinmes ve are acting responsibly

and hava coacerp for ‘their interests. We should state quite properly
and responsibly that view of the smoking and health controversy that
recognizes that the causation issue remains controversial and unresolved.

- - vy

ve take the view that to date there is no persuasive scientific evidence
tc support thz coniention that tle non-snmoker 1s harmmed by the tobacco
smeke of others. However, it fs our position that both smokers and
rop-sucikers shcald be considerate of each ocher.

3. Disclosure of Information

R —

- We should infivence as far as proper medical and official opinion against
incautious ipposition of constraints and oy unn:icessary restrictions on
swoking. To do thic it may be necessary to talk to medlcalauthoritxcs . 3
and Governmaa! agencies.

- enemyers

Our legitimate ~Lizctives must include protection of the interests of
our consumers.

=" -
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Page 2.

Uherc the Industry is sponscring healch research it should, as appropriate,

keep others, including members of the industry in ether couantries, informed,

‘An industry in one country might, when appropriate, rake known the rescearch

in other countries.

he Role of Governmment in a Frec Society

The Industry bclihvcs tirat smolers are well awavre of th2 cliimed healrh
efiects of smoking. JInformation is available to the cutiic from a
var14:y of sources. The traditicnsl role of fGovernmeat fu avttee
sccicty with reference to lagal products is ro irform pavple, to give
them the facts or to see that they are given thz facts, and vn leave
the cxercise of free choice to . the individual. -

Warnina Clauses

ceuses carszin
2t theiv dis- .

If Covermaents propose wording implying or stating swoking
diseases, Ccompanles must strcnuously resist with all 1n2ans
pogal .

Leapue Tavlcs

So far there 1s no valid sclentific basis for coubininz measurementis of
different ciiemical coapounds in the smoke of an individral clgarette
brand info a single index number as to represent a measure o8 implia
hazard relative to other brands. Such aggregatioa implics unjustiliable
Judgments of the strength of assoclation between chexical eaponinds and
diseascs. Such arbirrary indices of hazard and their introduzrion should
be resistal wherever possible. . .

Maximum “Tauz" and Nicotine Limits

the imposition of maximum "t*r and nicotine yields. zs well a» atrempts
by Governments to tax high "tar" products differentialiy to ihosc with
lower deliveries, should be resisted.

Advertizing

It is th: Industry view that there is no valid evidence to support the
contentlor. that advertising increases total coasumption of cigarettes.
Advertising may avfect the sales distribution zmong individual companics
or specifiz brands. In attempting to obtain the best w: sslble shares

of the wm.rket cigarette manufacturers have used competitive advertising

to inrfora the consumer oi product avallabillty, modifirations and inuova--
tions.

In view of the existence cf The medical controversy, in any advertising,
clai axpress ot implied, that one cigarette is healthier or le=s
harmful than another should be avoided. ’

m3,

’,
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Page 3.

N

We should resist restrictions on media aavertisiag; however, in the
area of voluatary aprecments with Covermnments we shonld reccognize
that there is a linlt bcyond which the Industry cannot make further
concessions.

"9. Research

Researcl: plavs a4 key role ia oui reaction to the attacks on smsking.
It is Incumbent on.a respousibtle minufacturer to understand the
allegationc agalugt =- rking products, and to acquire on a continuing
basis as nuch kacwicdg: as possible of his products.

AN

-~

It is our policy tc further support werk on the scientific smoking and
health con:trovevsy. The resulrs of such scientific investigations must
be made availabLle fo the public bty appraopriate means.

10. Product Liahility

We should keep aware of, examinu carefully auld take appropriate action
when 2dvisable with respect to the laws and proposed changes dir the laws
concerning 1 roduc. Jiabilicy. 1 .o

N ] 1

11. Cigarette Manufactuzcrs' 4ssociations

We accept the need of national cigaretie man-fzaoturers' associzuions and

-
fh give then full suppoTt.
We believe that the Industry's aLtlvities In the smoking and health field
should be carried out by or thicugh the Associations, whenever thir tis ’
appropriate. - o
o
‘ " November 1977
r -
\

—
—
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APPENDIX II

GOVERNING BODY OF I.C.0.S.l. (ORIGINAL MEMBERSHIP)

¢

Mr. P. Sheehy . )  British-American Tobacco Co.Ltd. ,
(Chairman) ) 'P. O. Box 482,
)  Westminster House,
) 7 Millbank,
Mr. C.H. Stewart Lockhart )  London SW1P 3JE.
(Deputy Chairman) =)
: ) Telephone: 01-222 1222
) Telex: 27384/5
Mr. R.A. Garrett )  Imperial Tobacco Limited,
(Chairman Tobacco Division, )  Lombard Street,
Chairman & Managing Director )  Bristol BS99 7JR.
Imperial Tobacco Limited) )
) Telephone: (0272) 666961
) Telex: 44791
. Mr. A.M. Reid )
(Assistant Managing Director) )
Mr. A. Orlow )  Rothmans International Limited,
(Chairman of Tobacco Executive ) P. O. Box 7400,
Committee) ) Drentestraat 21,
) Amsterdam,
) Holland.
_ Mr. Th. M. van Gorkom ) . _
(Chief Executive of Turmac ) Telephone: (3120) 429011
Tobacco Company, B.V., ) Telex: 12295
Director of Board of Rothmans )
International) ) .
Mr. A.W.H. Stewart-Moore )  Gallaher Limited,
' (Chairman) ) 65 Kingsway,
)  London WC2B 6TG. -
- ") I,
Mr. M.E.H. Mulliolland (?) )  Telephone: 01-2421290 ¢
(General Manager - Public ) Telex: 25505 c:;
Affairs) . ) —
()
w
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(Governing Body of ICOSI - Contd. ) _

Mr. Wm. D. Hobbs }  R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company,
(Chairman of the Board & ) Winston-Salem,
Chief Executive Officer) ) N.C. 27102,
) U.S.A.
Mr. Tylee Wilson’ ) .
(President R.J. Reynolds ) Telephone: (919) 748 4100
Tobacco International) )  Telex: 806446 Reynolds WSL
)
Mr. S.B. Witt )
(Senior Counsel) )
Mr. H. Cullman ) Philip Morris International,
(President) ) 100 Park Avenue,
)  New York, N.Y. 10017,
) U.S.A.
Mr. A. Holtzman )
(Associate General Counsel) ) Telephone: (212) 679 1800
) Telex:
[
Mr. R.W. Murray ) Philip Morris Europe S.A.,
(President) ) Brillancourt,
) 1006 Lausanne,
) Switzerland.
)
) Telephone: (021) 27 13 11
) Telex: 25 025
Dr. H. Wiethtichter ) H.F. & Ph.F. Reemtsma,
(President) ) Parkstrasse 51,
7 )y D-2000 Hamburg 52,
)  Germany.
Herr A. Spengler )
(Chairman Cigarette Division) ) Telephone: (040) 82 20 226
) Telex:

—

—

=

e
31.3.78. o
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF I.C.0O.S.1.

Mr.C.H. Stewart Lockhart
(Deputy Chairman)

Mr. Wm. D. Hobbs
(Chairman of the Board and
Chief Executive Officer)

Mr. Th. M. van Gorkom

(Chief Executive of Turmac Tobacco
Company, B.V.,

Director of Board of Rothmans

International)

Mr. R.W. Murray
(President)

Mr. M.E.H. Mulholland
(General Manager - Public
Affairs)

(NOMINATED AT HAMBURG MEETING

MARCH 9/10, 1978)

British-American Tobacco Co.Ltd.,
P. O. Box 482,

Westminster House,

7 Millbank,

London SW1P 3JE.

Telephone: 01-222 1222
Telex: 27384/5

R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company,
Winston-Salem,
N.C. 27102,

-U. S. A.
Telephone: (919) 748 4100
Telex: 806446 Reynolds WSL

Rothmans International Ltd.,
P. O. Box 7400,
Drentestraat 21,
Amsterdam,

Holland.
Telephone: (3120) 429011
Telex: 12295

Philip Morris Europe S.A.,
Brillancourt,

1006 Lausanne,
Switzerland.

Telephone:  (021) 271311
Telex: 25025

Gallaher Limited,
65 Kingsway,
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(Executive Committee of ICOSI - Contd)

Mr. A.M. Reid Imperial Tobacco Limited,

(A ssistant Managing Director) Lombard Streect,
Bristol BS99 7JR.

Telephone: (0272) 666961

- Telex: 44791
Herr A. Spengler " H.F. & Ph.F. Reemtsma,
(Chairman Cigarette Division) ) Parkstrasse 51,
. D-2000 Hamburg 52,
Germany.
Telephone: (040) 82 20 226
- ) Telex:
!
‘
;
¢
!
!
—
—
2
20.3.78 ) o)
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APPENDIX III

To support ICOSI's efforts, it was decided that the follow-
ing countries should be covered by the Companies listed
below in informing the respective Trade Associations about

ICOSI: -
BAT Bangladesh
Denmark
Norway
Indonesia
India
‘Central America (excl.Guatemala)
New Zealand
. Brazil
Chile
RJR Malaysia
United States
Canada
Ecuador
Spain
A Hong Kong
PM Switzerland
Finland
~ Argentina
" Venezuela
Guatemala
Philippines
Pakistan
Australia
.' Sweden
Rothmans Int. Benelux
France
South Afrjca
Singapore
Imperial UK
Gallaher Eire
—
Reemtsma Greece —
Germany <
-
o
O
20.3.78. —
- o
-
BATCo document for Province of British Columbia 5§ November 1999
BATCO 00099404



