
March 25, 1966
@.PR1966

Dr. W. 1. Fordyce
WestsLinstorRouse,,
7 Xillbank
London, S.W. lip
Ingland.

Dtar Brian:

We war* very pleased to receive your letter of Karch 18 with
its proposal to got the project for standardizatiouof smoking procedures

v< off the ground. Although I have not had time to study carefully the
details and implicationsof your suggestionsI felt that you would
appreciateit if I dropped you a line to say that I.T. Co. (Canada)Ltd...

lie agrees, in principle, with the project.

furthermore, we would be Slad to provide the standard cigarettes
required. In fact, we have recently wanufactured 100,000 cigarettes which
are serving as our ova internal standard. These are74 m. plain cigarettes
made with a regular bland of flue-cured grades of tobacco and contain
normally used levels of PCL and CILS.

A quantity of these cigarettescould readily be =do available for
the stamurditation exercise at any time. I would r*commend,,however,
that we keep them her* until all details of the exercise have been finalizod
and the various laboratori*ohaveindicatedthattheyaremetup to perform
the experiment. It would be a simple precaution to circumvent the possibility
of thecigarettesbeing affected differentlyby storage for long poriods in
differentlocations.

As soonan I havehad a chanceto fully study your suggestions I
*hall reply to your letterin moredetail. In the mantime, howverl,I
would like to jot down a few off-the-cuff thoughtsfor your consideration.

Virstly, it seem to me thatnicotinewouldbe a betterstarterfor
our exercisethattar. It is a single,unequivocalomke constituentwhich
all laboratoriesanalyseby a similartechniqueand are alreadycompletely
metup to undertake.In addition)itsdeterminationshouldprovidea such
betterassessmentof any laboratory differencesin smokingparamtersthan
wouldthatof tar. Onceany inter-laboratorypara@tar discrepancieswere
clearedup, then,in my opinion,wouldbe the righttimeto tacklethedeter-
sinationof tar.

Secondly,insteadof a Karl?isobarvaterdeterminationI wouldadvo-
catetheN*ar-Infrar*dtechnique.Admittedlywe havehadonlya verybrief
experiencewith theKarlFischermethodbut it was longsisoulhfor us to
confirmthat it can giveriseto seriousproblemsand error*,especiallyin
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the hands of thoseunfamiliarwith It. The Near-Infraredmthad on
the other hand, is much nor* specificand precise. I feel sure that
it cowld be adoptedby any laboratoryin very short order and mould
prove to be much more trouble!froe and reliable than the K*rl Piacher
determination.

With kindest regard&,

Sincerely,

J. 1. do Souza

JEdeS/ec

cc: Dr. D. C. Felton
Mr. W,.W, laid
Dr. F. Seebofer
Mr. C. J. losons
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