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SLOW-BURN CIGARETTES COULD REDUCE FIRE HAZARD

(Note: The following is an excerpt from a discus-
sion an problems with consumer :afetK,Iegislation. Ellen Ros---
man is consumer reporter for th Glo and Mail.)

ELLEN ROSEMAN:- I think the liardest area to deal
with is inflammability. Carpets, now there are regulations
for those, but there is nothing for--the government is working
on mattresses, but there'r nothing for furniture. And a lot
of house fires are caused by cigarettes which roll into cranies
of sofas and they smolder there. Nobody notices and they can
smolder for a couple of hours, then all of a sudden the fire
starts. And it's very difficult to get into treating furniture,
belause how do you test the thing? You've really got to burn
up the whole sofa u know, $500 down the drain just to test
it. And you get inytoothe design of the thing. Can you
regulate how a sofa should be designed to...

HELEN HUTCHINSON:- And do we want that kind of sofa,
anyway, those of us who are devoted to squishy sofas, you know,
with lots of cushions in them?

ROSEMAN:- And a lot of the manufacturers of these

g
roducts get ngry and they say, "Why bother with us? Why
on't you go *tothe cigarette manufacturers and got them to
change the design of their cigarettes?" And they argue that
there are different ways of making a cigarette to make it less--
to make it burn more slowly. If you change the paper on a
cigarette, there are papers that don't burn very well, and
they're used up North In the forest fire areas...

HUTCHINSON:- That's interesting. I didn't know
that at all.

ROSEMAN:- Yes, in some forests you're not allowed
to go in with commercial cigarettes. You have to roll your
own. And the paper that is involved is a very low-burn paper,

that In ordinary cigarettes.and there could be a way to use
But I talked to some of the cigarette manufacturers and they
say here again there's a trade-off, because if you use this
kind of low-burning paper it releases more tar and nicotine
and so you have a health problem.
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