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qnzck tour throngh the plant in the norning bronght to the

!cre tvo interest:lng points. Due to the shortage of silo

uppl:led for storage. These units can ‘be easily uoved on
tbeir casters. In a lster discussion with Louis Suwarns, . . . s T

expeetations, the C.V. of the thus ntored tobacco does not ) X

lhow a aigniﬂcmt difference when compared with the pre- ST .“.,___'_;....-,

" storage C.V. The RTD of cigarettes made from the bag stored ’ Y :

toblcco, hmver. is significantly higher than the control
':uzgesting greater bulk density. Iu reviewing the c.v. dctl

' ,it was noted, that while there was no significant difference

between thc pre- and after-storage values, the differences: e —

" ‘were all mnidirectional the plagtic bag stored values being

““lowar.. 1t was suggested, therefore, to Mr. Suwarna to increase vy

tbe nunber ‘of tests used in the statistical analysis, . ’ ~ ~

. 'n:o other item wag the storage and shipﬁing of lamina
‘in cardboard boxes. It was suggested to Mr. Mainville io0

L - consider the use of polypropylene extruded corrugated sheets,
s put on the market recently in the United States. While these

E sheets are somewhat more expensive than paper, they are much
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more sturdy and completely water, mildew, and insect proof. S
The lighter weight and possibility of multiple use are likely }f;f"'
to compensate for the higher price. Source information and a ‘
'smple will be forwarded to Mr. Mainville. '

-': N "

John Pritchard - Vice President

Jacques Mainville - Manager, Industrial i
Engineering Ca

Ralph Gile - Manager, R&D .
R. D. South - Plant Manager :
Keith Prosser - Assistant Plant Manager
Mark Kramer - Tool Designer _
Tony Hamma - Project Engineer
Ivan Kundler - Plant Engineer
Dick Raha - Plant Industrial Engineer .
Louis Suwarna - Manager, Quality Control
-Stan WInkle - Leaf Processing Foreman .

. The history of the Iilling power increase exploratory and pilot
~plant project. with microwave at R&D was discussed and some of -
the preliminary results indicated together with the expected .
economic signiticance of the process. The principle of the new
.i microwave applicator was explained with its novel technique of
ffeeding and removing particulate matter in a microwave cavity

s
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" without any energy loss. Photographs of a feeder system, capable
T of delivering 70% O.V. tobacca tbrough a marrow shute, were shown.

[T —

. During the lively discussions, it was stated by Hessrs.‘
- Pritchard and Mainville, that the Montreal plant is short in ?”
' drying capacity. New equipment will have to be installed in "
‘the near future. If by the use of microwave drying, a iilling -
.oower increase can also be obtained, the likely higher capital E
- cost may be justified. It was requested, therefore, that R&D .
‘use Canadian tobacco in the process development work on the new
..microwave applicator. The writer replied, that if Mr. Lloyd -fV*
approves it, there would be no difficulty in using both United
States and Canadian tobacco in the development work.

: .In the afternoon session of the meeting with the”same ﬁ5
.participants, the moisture determination methods in general and

the microwave "on the ily" (Acurex) and batch {oven) in particular
. were presented. The latter generated considerable interest'w
their need appears to be similar to.that oi all plants in this_
: respect. . > 0 e . .

repeatedly that none of the discussed ana]ytical and processing

methods have been fully develoyed and far less accepted as " B
standards. Much more work remains to be done at R&D, to be
" submitted to Manufacturing for their review and evaluation before
.y of these can be considered Ior routine operations. .
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R In a late meeting with Louis Suwarna some fundamental _-
"visco—elastic properties of tobacco were discussed.' It turned out
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that they use their Instron in a locally developed firmness
" testing, not being familiar with the possibility of using a
'“; standard 15 cigarette holder on the Instron. Mr. Suwarna was
i ;ﬂadvised to contact Frank Lowman for obtaining the cigarette .
;. holder. (The writer informed Frank on his return to Richmond.)

During discussions on cutting technology, Keith

e - Prosser told of tests carried out some time ago. Lamina at 13%
"'5f;j moisture, without any additives (humectants or lubricants) was ‘
" cut at 148° F with excellent results. At this temperature, the

" tobacco was sufficiently soft to prevent breakage but not tacky

. 'to cause "cheese" formation. The sample he showed appeared to
be excellent. The implication of this finding is very wide:-

. reduction in drying load, prevention of humectant loss in drying
;'and filling power loss due to cheese formation and breakage.

. Mr. Pritchard expressed his appreciation and great . L
satisfaction with these discussions and requested more irequent :
. visits. He was told, that with Mr. Lloyd s approval the writer
. would be very glad to repeat such a visit any time he desires.

cc: Dr. H. wakehamv/
) Mr. ¥. Lloyd :
Dr. W. Gannon

Mr. K. Burns
Mr. J. Osmalov

‘ Mr. T. Newman
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